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Qa Legend Leaves 


Tom Osborne retires after 25 years 
at Nebraska. 
By Mike Babcock 


f 
d 
14! Respect 
Grant Wistrom’s statistical drop-off from a 
year ago has nothing to do with eroding 
talent, but a measure of . . . 
By Mike Babcock 


) Manning's Most Wanted 


‘ennessee plans to throw at what it 
believes is Nebraska's soft spot — the 
secondary. That might just be a mistake. 


Tom Osborne (by Michael Warren) 


FROM THE EDITOR 


In case you weren’t looking to the heavens on Dec. 10, 
1997, you missed a once in a lifetime sight: The moon and the 
stars lined up in the Lincoln sky. 

Actually, the news wasn’t made in the sky, but at a hastily 
arranged press conference that afternoon in which Tom 
Osborne announced that after 25 years and 254 wins as head 
football coach of the University of Nebraska, he would retire 
sometime following the Jan. 2 Orange Bowl. 

The announcement, while shocking from the standpoint of 
“I can’t believe it’s actually happening,” was not totally unex- 
pected. Amid rumors that Osborne had decided to hang up 
his whistle, he addressed the media at his weekly luncheon 
on Dec. 9 and said he had no news. “The thing you need to 
know about my retirement is, the first thing I will do is Ill 
talk to the assistant coaches. Then I'll talk to the players. And 
then I'll talk to you. You aren't going to hear it from me until 
I've done that. 

“Once that happens, then. . . 
moon and stars line up.” 

Osborne was asked when the “moon and stars might line 


it’s kind of like when the 


up. 
“1 don’t know,” he told the reporter. “It could happen any 
time.” 

Any time turned out to be 24 hours later. 

Around 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, Huskers Illustrated 
started getting calls that Osborne was meeting with his 
coaching staff and would announce his retirement later that 
day. A call to Osborne's son, Mike, revealed little information 
except that he would comment on his father’s status after 3 
p-m. Minutes later, Nebraska’s sports information depart- 
ment sent out a release that a 3 p.m. press conference had 
been arranged to “announce major changes that will affect 
the athletic department.” 

The changes not only affected the athletic department, but 
this issue of Huskers Illustrated. All 56 pages were heading 
to the printer when the news officially broke. Like a two- 
minute drill, our staff scrambled to redesign the issue and 
cover. (Sorry, Jason Peter — maybe we'll get you on the 
cover of the February issue). 

Deciding to add coverage of Osborne's retirement and the 
hiring of Frank Solich as successor was a no-brainer, but we 
did not want to hold up the printing of the issue. With the 
mail service facing its busiest time of the year, it was impera- 
tive for us to get the issue printed and mailed so that sub- 
scribers would have it before the Orange Bowl. The following 
pages illustrate many of the going-ons that transpired in 
those historic 24 hours, but leaves some questions unan- 
swered: 

* What does Osborne’s retirement do to recruiting? 

* Is the staff going to stay with Solich? 

© Where does the program go from here? 

© What about Ahman Green? Is he going to stay? 

All of these questions are important, but won’t be 
answered in the next few weeks. (Look for expanded analysis 
of the football program and Osborne's retirement in next 
month’s issue.) 

For now, all that we at Huskers Illustrated, and Husker 
fans everywhere, can do is look upward and thank Him, not 
for the moon and stars, but that we were lucky enough to 
have had these last 25 years and a coach of Osborne's caliber 
to guide the football program. 

Thanks for everything, Coach. 


aa 


Chris Greer 
Editor 


Michael Warren 


Solich Named 
Head Coach 


Following Tom Osborne’s announcement of his 
retirement as Nebraska’s head coach, director of athlet- 
ics Bill Byrne wasted no time in ushering in a new era 
of Huskers football, immediately announcing that 
longtime assistant coach Frank Solich will take over the 
reins of the Nebraska program. 

“Frank was a member of the football team which 
began the 36-year winning streak, and has made the 
sacrifices both as a player and coach,” Byrne said. “It’s 
the tradition that sets us apart from other programs in 
the country. Whether it be D.X. Bible, Bob Devaney, 
Tom Osborne or Frank Solich, it is our goal to continue 
the tradition.” 

Solich, 53, has been a member of Osborne’s 
renowned coaching staff for 19 years. A standout full- 
back on Bob Devaney’s Nebraska teams from 1963-65, 
Solich still holds the Orange Bowl record for return 
yards with 166 in 1966, and was inducted into the 
Nebraska Football Hall of Fame in 1992. 

He began his collegiate coaching career as the 
Huskers’ freshman coach in 1979. He was promoted to 
a full-time assistant position in charge of running backs 
in 1983 and was named assistant head coach in 1991. 
Under Solich, Nebraska has ranked first in the nation 
in rushing in nine of his 15 years, including the current 
season. Solich also has produced at least one all-confer- 


ence running back in 13 of the 15 
seasons he has tutored that position, 
including Ahman Green this year. 

Solich has a reputation as a solid 
recruiter, bringing numerous big- 
name players to Lincoln from the 
East Coast, including receiver Irving 
Fryar, defensive backs Brian 
Washington and Tyrone Legette, 
and rush end Jeff Mills. 

“I don’t know if you replace Tom 
Osborne as much as you follow 
him,” Solich said. “When you win as 
much as he has won in the 25 years 
that he has coached at the University 
of Nebraska, where no one has 
equaled what he has been able to do 
in that period of time, then you 
know that you have a difficult job 
ahead of you, in terms of taking over 
this program, 

“We have excellent players in our 
program. We have a great coaching 
staff, and we will be fine. We will 
continue to try and do the very best 
we can to keep the program where it 
is at today.” 

Following are questions from the 
media fielded by Solich during the 
press conference: 

@: Are all the assistant coaches 
going to stay? 

A: I hope very much so. I believe 
I might talk directly to them as 
things have happened fairly quickly 
in the last few days. I want all of 
them to stay. I would like as little 
change as possible in the entire sys- 
tem. 

@: How exciting is this for you 
being a former player and coach? 

A: It’s tremendously exciting for 
me. Even though I was born in 
Pennsylvania, and grew up in 
Cleveland, Ohio, I feel like 1 am a 
Nebraskan. I came here in 1962. I 
came with two other players that 
were from my high school. We 
drove out here in a station wagon. I 
don’t even believe we had the inter- 
state system at that time, but it 
seemed like an awful long trip and I 
have spent my whole life out here at 
this time. My wife, Pam, is from 
Beatrice, Nebraska. We raised two 
children here in Lincoln. They are 
both married and on their own at 
this time. In my mind, I am a 
Nebraskan. 

@: When were you asked to be 
head coach? 

A: It’s happened just recently that 
Coach (Osborne) decided that he 
knew it was time for him to step 
down. I did have a chance to visit 
with Bill (Byrne, Nebraska director 
of athletics) for a short period of 
time before he headed East, and I 


actually went on the road here 
Sunday and have been out recruiting 
and got back this afternoon. While 
on the road, I have had very little 
conversation with anybody. 

@: Did anyone say don’t accept 
other jobs, stay here and this would 
open up in time? 

A: There were a few jobs I have 
looked at over the course of the 
years that I have been at the 
University of Nebraska. Maybe only 
one, possibly two, seriously. But yet 
my heart has always been here at the 
University of Nebraska. Whenever I 
did have conversations, deep down 
inside they were not as meaningful 
as what they should have been if I 
was attempting to get a job. 

@: Did you have a chance to talk 
to the players and if not, when do 
you plan to address them? 

A: I have not had a chance to talk 
with the players. As you know, or 
may not know, until Bill actually 
made the announcement, we did not 
openly talk with anybody about this, 
so I have not had the chance to talk 
with the players. I would certainly 
like to do so as soon as possible. 
That is sometimes difficult to do. 
Hopefully this weekend, when all 
the coaches are back in town, and we 
have recruits in, I will be able to talk 
with the players a little bit. I do not 
have a great deal to visit with them 
about. Iam proud of where this pro- 
gram is at. I hope that I can follow in 
Coach Osborne’s footsteps and do 
the very best I can. I believe the play- 
ers believe that and know that. Right 
now, the emphasis is working 
toward the bowl game. 

@Q: When were you offered the 
job? 

A: | was just offered the job by 
Bill recently, and I do accept. There 
are some things that need to be 
worked out. I will step back and will 
be involved in whatever I need to be 
involved in, but yet on the other side 
of it, Coach Osborne will coach the 
team as long as he wants to run this 
team. 

@: Is there any one thing that 
stands out that Coach Osborne has 
done for you? 

A: If you listen to Tom, and if you 
have him in front of you on a daily 
basis like I have for 19 years, then 
you start to see things a little differ- 
ently. One advantage for the players 
who have gone through the system: 
they have had Tom Osborne in front 
of them on a daily basis and they 
leave this program as a better person 
than what they have come in. Tom 
has been amazing to me. 
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n the days leading up to the 
1972 Orange Bowl game, Bob 
Devaney reconsidered 
his decision to step 
down as Nebraska’s 
football coach. He had 
been persuaded to 
remain for one more 
season, which likely 
would offer the possibility of 
his coaching a third consecu- 
tive national champi- 
onship. 

No major college foot- ey 


Learning From 
The Master 


The next morning, 53-year-old 
Frank Solich will be Nebraska’s 
coach. 

It will take time for the 
reality of that to sink in, and 
that time almost certainly 
® | will be measured in seasons, 
| rather than in months. Some 
Cornhusker fans didn’t get 
used to Osborne’s being on 
the sideline until he coached 
Nebraska to victories against 
Oklahoma on a consistent basis. 

The record shows. that 


ball coach has ever done gapcocK Osborne enjoyed immediate suc- 


that. 

The No. 1-ranked Cornhuskers 
still had to defeat No. 2-ranked 
Alabama in order to earn a second 
national title, of course. But that was 
all but a given. So Devaney told his 
assistants that he would stay on as 
coach through the 1972 season. Then 
he would step aside and be replaced 
by Tom Osborne. 

Devaney, also the athletic direc- 
tor, had selected Osborne as his 
successor. 

During the interim, he gave 
Osborne the title of assistant head 
coach. 

The transition was relatively 
smooth, although there were 
assistants who left, who had diffi- 
culty accepting Osborne. But 
Devaney was convinced he had 
made the right choice. 

The past 25 seasons have | 
proven Devaney’s wisdom. 

There are parallels to be drawn 
between then and now, although 
Osborne will not be persuaded to 
remain as coach for one more sea- 
son. He has nothing more to 
accomplish. Even though he man- 
aged to surprise nearly everyone 
with the timing of his emotional 
announcement that he was stepping 
aside, Osborne will not rethink his 
decision in the days leading up to 
the Orange Bowl game against 
Tennessee. 

The die is cast. When Osborne 
walks — or is carried — off the field 
at Pro Player Stadium on the night of 
Jan. 2, 1998, he will do so for the 
final time as Cornhusker head coach. 
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cess as head coach, except that he 
wasn’t allowed to enjoy it because he 
was held to unreasonable standards 
established, at least in part, by 
Devaney’s Hall of Fame success, but 
also by the perception of what 
Devaney had accomplished. 

Devaney resurrected the program 
and raised it to a seemingly unreach- 
able level. 

That’s why, in early December of 


After 19 years of tutelage, Solich is prepared to step out of Osborne’s 
shadow and keep the Big Red Machine running smoothly 


leaving. It was the good fortune of 
the program that he did not. 

This history is important in con- 
sidering what will happen when 
Solich replaces Osborne after the 
Orange Bowl game. The transition 
will be smooth, probably smoother 
than it was when Osborne replaced 
Devaney. But the expectations are 
exponentially higher now than they 
were then. 

Over the past five seasons, 
Nebraska’s record has been 59-3, 
with two national championships 
and national title potential in the 
other three — near perfection, in 
other words. 

So Solich will be expected to 
duplicate perfection, if not improve 
on it. Major college football, like cor- 
porate America, is driven not simply 
by profit but by an increase in the 
percentage of profit. 

Solich was asked if he was intimi- 
dated by the prospect of following 


Osborne. 
Michael Warren 
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Under the watchful eye of his 

mentor, Frank Solich makes his 
first appearance after bein 

named the next Husker coach. 


1978, Osborne considered leaving 
Nebraska for Colorado, which 
offered him three times the money 
and, at least in the short term, more 
appreciation. 

Osborne has said he was close to 


“1 don’t know if intimidation and 
fear are the right words,” he said. 
“But there’s an anxiety I have right 
now about taking over. I know this, I 
will not equal what he’s done in 25 
years. I promise you that.” 

Solich qualified his assertion. 

“IT will not be coaching for 25 
years,” he said. 

Osborne will continue to coach 
through the Orange Bowl game, and 


he will help in recruiting, if Solich 
wants the help — which, of course, 
he does. “I’d like to use Coach 
(Osborne) as much as I possibly 
could, as much as he feels he would 
like to be involved in the recruiting 
process, certainly,” Solich said. 

“We talked about, as he men- 
tioned, wanting to get on the phone 
and visit with recruits. I would like 
to see Coach (Osborne), if he’s will- 
ing and wanting to do it, go out and 
visit with recruits. 

“And certainly, on recruiting 
weekends, play a major role.” 

Recruiting concerns significantly 
influenced the timing of Osborne's 
announcement that he was stepping 
aside. “I want to make sure when I 
leave this program, I leave it in the 
best shape I possibly can. So I’m 
very anxious that anybody who’s 
thinking about going to the 
University of Nebraska understands 
that there probably isn’t a whole lot 
(that’s) going to change,” Osborne 
said. 

“One guy’s moving out. But in 
terms of the overall program, in 
terms of stability, in terms of our 
ability to get the job done, not much 
is going to change. It hasn’t been a 
one-man operation. It’s been a lot of 
people. The one thing people in 
Nebraska can’t afford is to lose the 
coaching staff. You can afford to lose 
me ... but to lose all of the assistants, 
a whole lot changes.” 

As was the case with Devaney’s 
departure, the line of succession was 
established when Osborne named 
Solich assistant head coach in 1991. 
The consensus of opinion long has 
been that if Osborne retired, Solich 
would replace him. That decision 
was not Osborne’s, however. 

Solich will put a personal stamp 
on a program. But the core values, 
the foundation on which the success 
of Osborne’s 25 seasons has been 
based, will remain. “Tom has been 
amazing to me as far as being an X- 
and-O coach, but also in developing 
chemistry,” Solich said. “I think in 
this day and age, if you can develop 
the unity, the unselfishness he has 
developed in his team and in his 
players, you're going to have a 
chance. So that’s the way I'll operate, 
the way I'll try to get things accom- 
plished.” 

Symbolically, as well as literally, 
Solich brings together the elements 
of the golden era of Cornhusker 
football. He was a member of 
Devaney’s first recruiting class in 
1962, and now he accepts the torch 
passed — or, rather, pitched — from 


Osborne. He is part tradition and 
part new. He was born in 
Pennsylvania and raised in Ohio. 
But he is ultimately a Nebraskan. 
“My heart has always been here 
at the University of Nebraska,” 
Solich said. “I wanted to be a head 
coach. I wanted to run a program. At 
some point in time, if it worked out 
that I would be able to run this pro- 
gram, great. That’s something I 
would be definitely interested in. 
“But if it didn’t work out in that 
regard, that was fine, too. I could 
have spent the rest of my career 
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under Coach Osborne here as an 
assistant and be totally happy with 
what I’ve been doing.” 

Such is the loyalty Osborne has 
inspired. The program won’t be the 
same for his retiring. 

No one should expect it to be. “I 
don’t know that you replace Tom 
Osborne as much as you follow 
him,” said Solich — the man 
Osborne selected, just as Devaney 
selected him 25 years ago. 

The difference is, there won't be a 
1972 season to adjust to the change. 
It is done. 
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A LEGEND 
LEAVES 


Tom Osborne 
Retires After 25 Years 
At Nebraska 
By Mike Babcock 


Rumors of Tom Osborne’s retirement were rampant on the 
Monday after the Big 12 playoff. 

They spread to the point that the Dec. 4 edition of the Omaha 
World-Herald included a short story on the sports page under the 
headline: “Osborne: No Truth To Rumor That He’s About to Quit.” 

The subject was raised the next day during a pre-Orange Bowl 
teleconference. 

Osborne said he had fielded numerous phone calls regarding 
the rumors at home the previous night, and “I’ll probably be wait- 
ing by the phone again tonight,” he said. “Usually, I go to bed 
about 11 (p.m.), so I’d appreciate it if you call me before 11. Any 
rumors, attack ‘em now rather than tonight.” 

There was speculation at the beginning of this season, his 25th 
as head coach, about when the 60-year-old Osborne might retire. 
Speculation resurfaced on Nov. 1, after he coached his 250th victo- 
ry against Oklahoma and gained momentum after he underwent 
tests for an irregular heartbeat the night after of the Cornhuskers’ 
final home game against Iowa State (Dec. 6 issue, “Around The 
Horn”). 

Osborne has resumed his regular workouts, and the problem is 
under control. 

“It’s something people can live with,” he said at the news con- 
ference. “But it can cause strokes. It can cause heart attacks. It’s not 
a good condition to have, and it probably will come back. It’s 
something that once you have it, the odds are, you'll have it again. 
They have to get it back in sync. 

“I’m doing OK at the present time. I’ve had some warning sig- 
nals; there’s no question about it. 
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Michael Warren 


Osborne thanked his wife, 
Nancy, and family for the 
price they paid so that he 
could pursue coaching. 


“But I’m here today, and that’s 
the main thing.” 

Just over 24 hours later, Osborne 
addressed a packed South Stadium 
lounge, announcing his decision to 
step down as coach. 

“Essentially, at this time . . . obvi- 
ously, I’m going to step aside,” 
Osborne said. 

“I tried to, yesterday, do kind of a 
soft-shoe with you, a little bit, in 
preparing you. But I was not able to 
tell you what was on my mind 
because I had not yet talked to the 
players. 

“T hadn't talked to the coaches. 
And that’s got to come first.” 

The decision to step down wasn’t 
spur of the moment. “This has been 
in the process over the last few 
months, There have just been a few 
things that have happened this fall 
in terms of stamina, in terms of my 
cardiac problems . . . cardiovascular 
problems,” Osborne said. 

“And I don’t want to overplay 
those. It isn’t like I can’t go out and 
do most everything I’ve always 
done. But probably at some point in 
the next year, two years, whatever, I 
might have to call a halt to seven- 
days-a-week and all that goes with 
it. So | think it’s probably wise to 
back off before you leave feet first or 
somebody tells you you've got to go. 
That’s kind of why I’m stepping 
down right now.” 

Osborne, who underwent double 
bypass heart surgery in 1985, said 
the episode the night of the lowa 
State game reflected a problem unre- 
lated to the arterial blockage that led 
to the surgery. 

“Naturally, I’ve been concerned 
about what was going on with those 
arteries,” he said. 

“But as far as I know there’s been 
no progression of the disease. So I’m 
in relatively good shape in that way. 
Really, at age 48, I didn’t think I'd be 
standing here today, still coaching. 

“T thought: ‘Well, maybe I can 
coach another five or six years.’ ” 

The irregular heartbeat could 
have been a result of several things. 
“It could have been medication,” 
said Osborne, who has been unable 
to shake off the effects of a cold. “I 
was trying to take a nasal spray. It 
could have been that. It could have 
been stress. It could have been the 
Missouri game.” 

He paused, then added with a 
laugh: “It probably was the Missouri 
game.” 

As the news conference pro- 
gressed, the emotion was less-well 
disguised. Osborne fought back 
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tears when he talked about his play- 
ers, his coaches and his family. “The 
hardest thing was talking to the 
players,” he said, haltingly, “because 
those are the people I care a great 
deal about. 

“The thing I enjoy about coaching 
is the players and the coaches. I will 
miss them very much. But I think it’s 
better that it happen this way now 
than it happened at some point 
(where) they may end up with a guy 
coming in from the outside who 
treats them differently than they’ve 
been treated. 

“All of a sudden, everything 
they've had that’s familiar is taken 


Michael Warren 
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Several players including 
Guarterkasie Scott Frost gave 
emotional tributes to their 
outgoing coach. 


away from them. So continuity has 
been critical. It’s been a major part of 
all of my thinking, really for the last 
two or three years.” 

Osborne said his attempt at levity 
in addressing the team failed. 

The players were “all sitting 
there, and I tried to think of a couple 
of things I thought were kind of 
funny,” he said. “Nobody laughed, 
so I felt really bad. It was hard 
because, as I said, I care very much 
about those guys. Hopefully, they'll 
realize at some point, I tried to do 
what was best for them in the long- 
term. I really believe that’s what I’m 
doing right now, to do what's in 
their best interests.” 

Junior center Josh Heskew said 
Osborne used an analogy to explain 
his decision to the players, telling 
them that just as he has always 
encouraged them to take themselves 
out of games when they don’t feel 
they are capable of performing to the 
best of their ability, that’s how he 
feels now. 

That was a recurrent theme dur- 


ing the news conference. 

“T don’t like to be in the position 
of, at some point, somebody getting 
me aside to tell me: ‘You know 
you're not getting the job done any- 
more.’ | think it’s important in this 
business to walk away while you 
can still walk, and while you can still 
function and perform,” Osborne 
said. 

Understandably, | Osborne’s 
announcement earned front-page 
banner newspaper headlines. 

The Lincoln Journal Star headline 
read: “Say it isn’t so!” 

“Osborne Says Goodbye: A 
Coaching Era Ending at Nebraska,” 


the Omaha World Herald's said. 

“It’s not been a fun day for me,” 
said Osborne. “I really apologize to a 
lot of you because you've been after 
me now for three days... . I think 
when somebody called me at home 
the other night, they said: ‘We 
understand that you’re going to 
resign at the press conference tomor- 
row,’ that being Tuesday. 

“T said: ‘No, I’m not going to 
resign at the press conference on 
Tuesday. I'll be at work.’ 

“Ks | said, at that time, I couldn’t 
say what was going to happen 
because I hadn't talked to the people 
I needed to talk to. 1 hope you didn’t 
feel deluded or deceived.” 

One of the most poignant 
moments occurred when his wife 
Nancy joined him at the podium and 
he put his arm on her shoulder. “I 
appreciate everything she’s done,” 
Osborne said. 

His words came slowly. His voice 
was choked. 

“T guess that’s about all I can say . 

Had he said anymore, the words 
would have been swept away in 
tears, 

And not just his, but those of a 
university and a state. Hl 


Excerpts From Tom Osborne's Retirement Speech (Dec. 10, 1997) 


DR. TOM'S GOODBYE 


Essentially, at this time it’s obvious, | am going to step 
aside after the bowl game — I want to make that very 
clear that it’s got to be after January 2nd. I may even stay 
on to February 4th if I can be of help in recruiting. Iam in 
reasonably good shape. I have no major problem. It’s not 
like I am going to keel over right here in front of you or 
anything like that. 

I tried to explain to you yesterday that I have been 
basically serving as the offensive coordinator and as the 
head coach for quite a few years — about 25 of them. The 
hours have been long. I have not done this in a complain- 
ing manner, because that’s what I want to do. That’s what 
I’ve enjoyed doing. If you are going to wichoel Waren 
call the plays on Saturday and if you 
are going to be in a position to make 
adjustments during the ballgame or at 
halftime or whatever, then you have to 
do your homework. There are no 
shortcuts. You have to spend every | 
evening watching film, and you have | 
to start fairly early in the day. And 
then you still have to deal with such 
things as correspondences, and phone 
calls, and press conferences and disci- 
pline and the things that are a part of 
is 

Anyway, what I’ve come to realize | 
over the past couple, three months was 
that I was not going to be able to sus- | 
tain that pace for any great length of | 
time. So, the question is, when is the 
right time? I feel that this is the time 
that that has to happen. 

I think it is important in this busi- 
ness to walk away while you can still walk and while you 
can still function and perform. I feel that I still can. So 
that is essentially what this is all about. That is the major 
reason. 

There are a couple of others — one of which I can’t 
disclose maybe until later in the press conference. It 
would not be appropriate at this time. I will talk about it 
at the appropriate time. 

A third reason, as you know, I take my faith very seri- 
ously and that is part of my life, and I feel that at this 
time it would be wrong to continue past this time. Some 
of you will not understand that. Some of you may. In that 
sense, this is something that needs to happen. If I would 
go forward from this day and coach, I would not feel 
good about the spiritual aspect of my life, and that is 
something I wanted to mention to you. 

I would also say that my family has been very sup- 
portive, and I think they have paid a pretty good price for 
me being allowed to do what I’ve done. I really appreci- 
ate Nancy’s stance in all this. She’s raised three children, 
fairly single-handedly. I don’t think I’ve realized until 
recent years how difficult that all was. The signing date 
was in May, so I was basically gone all but three months 
out of the year, one way or the other. She’s always been 
supportive. She’s always had a good sense of humor, and 
she’s put up with quite a bit in a manner that has been 


supportive. I’d like to stress to her how much I appreciate 
all that she has done. My children — I think that some- 
times being the head coach’s children has some pluses 
and a lot of minuses. My son, Mike, is here today. My 
daughter, Ann. My daughter, Suzi, could not be here. I 
appreciate very much what they have done. Certainly, 
my family has been very important to me. I don’t know if 
you ever make up for lost time. I don’t think you can ever 
completely do that. Maybe over the next few years, a few 
things will occur that will make up for some of the times 
that we didn’t have together. 

I guess there’s one or two other things. Recruiting is 
very important. I want to make sure 
that when I leave this program . . . that 
I leave it in the best shape I possibly 
} can. I am very anxious that everybody 
that is thinking about going to the 
University of Nebraska understands 
that there probably isn’t going to be a 
whole lot that is really going to change. 
One guy is moving out, but in terms of 
the overall program, in terms of stabili- 
ty, our ability to get the job done, not 
much is going to change. 

: It all fits together. It hasn’t been a 

one-man operation. The one thing that 
the people of Nebraska can’t afford to 
lose is the coaching staff. You can lose 
me, and not much is going to change. 
But to lose all the assistants — then a 
whole lot would change. I just talked 
to the players, and they understand 
that. Some of what I’m doing has to do 
with continuity. It has to do with con- 
sistency, and I want that to continue. I guess I’ve said 
about all I have to say. If there is something I have forgot- 
ten, right now, being 60, I can’t remember what it was. If 
you have any questions, I’d be glad to try and answer 
them for you. 

@: Did you talk to the kids that have committed to 
next year’s recruiting class? 

A: No. I'll try to call some of them tonight. I may go 
out and see them personally. I'll try to take an active role 
in recruiting, because I want to have as good of a class as 
we can possibly have. 

Q: Did you talk about the possibility of this happening 
with the kids that you have been recruiting? 

A: No. You can see what's happened. I’ve talked to 
maybe two people and it’s all in the papers. So I’m not 
going to go out to a bunch of recruits and have them say, 
“T hear you're stepping down.” I couldn’t do that. 

Q: Do you have a role in mind for yourself? 

A: | think it’s kind of customary that coaches leave for 
two reasons. Either they’re fired, or they get a better deal. 
I don’t have a better deal, and I have nothing in mind. I 
do know this, that I have enough energy that I probably 
need to do something. What that is, I don’t know. I just 
want to finish it out. I need to finish out recruiting the 
best that I can, and then take a little time and see where it 
is from there. 
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“I hope with all the hard work I put 
in this summer, I'm better than I was 
last year.” 

(Grant Wistrom 8-26-97) 


Better? Without a doubt, Grant 
Wistrom has been a better football 
player this season than he was last. 
And he was about as good as they 
come when he was a junior. 

Wistrom was good enough to 
consider bypassing his final season 
of collegiate eligibility to try his luck 
in the NFL draft. He was regarded 
as a potential first-round draft pick 
— probably low first-round, but 
first-round, nonetheless. That meant 
he could have made a lot of money. 

Most college athletes would have 
gone after the money. But Wistrom 
stayed. 

Wistrom said he’s glad he did. 
“We're 10-0,” he said before 


Nebraska’s final regular-season 
game against Colorado. “I’m having 
the senior season I wanted to have. 
That's the only reason I came back. 

“T really thought we had a chance 
to play for it all again this year.” 


The Cornhuskers still do. But they 
need help from Washington State — 
and, of course, they need to defeat 
Tennessee in the Orange Bowl game. 
Wistrom will spend the night pres- 
suring Volunteers’ quarterback 
Peyton Manning, who also went 
against the grain and stayed in 
school. 

Regardless of the outcome of the 
Rose Bowl game on New Year’s Day, 
the Wistrom-Manning matchup is a 
fitting conclusion to the college sea- 
son. They represent the best in stu- 
dent-athletes. 

Both appear to have benefited 
from having played their senior sea- 
sons. Manning likely will be the first 
player selected in the NFL draft, and 
Wistrom should be among the first 
few picks. He was rated as the top 
defensive end prospect in the draft 
in the Oct. 20 issue of The Sporting 
News. 

“Blesto lists him as an end, 
National as a linebacker. He’s a top- 
five pick at either spot,” The Sporting 
News reported in its “Inside the 
Draft” section. Blesto and National 


are scouting combines. 

The additional year’s maturity 
has served Wistrom well. He’s big- 
ger, stronger, quicker and smarter 
than a season ago. He has improved 
in every way, and his statistics 
reflect that. 

Wistrom’s statistics were down in 
just about every category this season 
from last. But the numerical drop 
hardly indicates a drop in perfor- 
mance — quite the contrary, in fact. 

Last season, All-America Jared 
Tomich was the Cornhuskers’ other 
rush end, and opposing offenses 
were inclined to run away from him. 
This season, Wistrom has gotten that 
respect. 

That respect has manifested itself 
in various ways. Some teams have 
avoided him. Others have double- 
and triple-teamed him. Oklahoma 
did neither, and paid a significant 
price. 

Wistrom made 10 tackles, includ- 
ing nine solos and four for losses, 
against the Sooners. He sacked the 
quarterback twice, and he forced 
three fumbles, one of which he also 


recovered. 

The game provided dramatic evi- 
dence of what would happen if left 
to his own devices. 

“I really don’t think we drop off 
much with (Chad) Kelsay. I think 
Kelsay’s a great player. And (Mike) 
Rucker’s a great player,” coach Tom 
Osborne said late in the season. “But 
the perception is: ‘Well, Grant 
Wistrom, you want to stay away 
from him, maybe go the other way. 

“He’s drawn a little more atten- 
tion in terms of blocking schemes, 
maybe some people are running 
away from him a little bit more. I 
think that may have led to some sta- 
tistical reduction. But in terms of his 
play, his effort, it’s been fantastic. 
He's played great football this year.” 

The Lincoln and Omaha newspa- 
pers did features addressing 


Wistrom’s statistical decline. His sig- 
nature statistic has been quarterback 
sacks, and he had only one in the 
first six games. 

Nebraska defensive coordinator 
Charlie McBride was adamant that 
the numbers were misleading. “If it 
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gets down to the end of the season 
and some guy beats him out of All- 
American (recognition) because of 
statistics, that would really be a 
shame,” he told the Omaha World- 
Herald. “Statistics are important for 
individual honors, but they don’t 
always measure what a player does 
for his team. 

“I’ve been around and seen a lot 
of good ones, and Jon Waller 
I'll guarantee you, 
Grant is one of the} 
best.” 

Despite the spe-]_ _ 
cial offensive atten- | 
tion, Wistrom fin- 
ished strong, getting 
7.5 sacks in the final 
seven games to fin- 
ish with 26.5 for his 
career, three behind 
Trev Alberts’ school 
record total. 

He said he really 
wanted that record. 
“Four more sacks. 
I'll be honest with you. I want four 
more sacks,” Wistrom said with a 
smile before the Colorado game. 
“My first thing is to go out and play 
well. 

“But if I get four more sacks and 
move up to No. 1, then I'll be happy, 
too.” 

Still, “that’s secondary to every- 
thing else,” he said. “As long as we 
keep winning . . . everybody says 
that. It sounds so cliched. But it’s 
true. This is a team game. We play 
for each other.” 

That attitude has characterized 
Wistrom since he played as a true 
freshman backup to Donta Jones on 
the 1994 national championship 
team. The team always has come 
first. 

“It really doesn’t matter what 
individual goals you accomplish if 
the team suffers,” said Wistrom, 
who was the conference coaches’ 
choice as Big Eight Defensive 
Newcomer of the Year in 1994. 

“So my first thing is to go out and 
play well.” 

Wistrom has been a perfect fit in 
Nebraska's system, in character as 
well as in athletic ability. He has 
excelled in the classroom, earning 
academic all-conference honors for 
three years and Academic All- 
America honors twice. His cumula- 


When Oklahoma tried to ignore 
Wistrom this year it paid a 
significant price to the tune of 10 
tackles, two sacks, three forced 
fumbles and one recovery. 


tive grade point average is 3.404, in 
pre-pharmacy. 

He’s articulate and self-effacing, 
and his joy in playing football has 
been apparent since the first time he 
stepped onto the field. That joy was 
another factor in his decision to stay 
at Nebraska. 

Wistrom said he stayed because 
he wanted to be a co-captain, an 


One of the main reasons 
Wistrom returned for his 
senior year was to be a 
co-captain with (from left) 
Vershan Jackson, Jason Peter 
and Aaron Taylor. 


honor afforded only to seniors. He 
was elected by his teammates, which 
came as no surprise, and he “has 
assumed quite a leadership role, he 
and Jason Peter on the defensive 
side,” Osborne said. “I’ve really 
appreciated that.” 

The statistical decline hasn’t influ- 
enced those who confer regional and 
national honors. In addition to 
repeating as an All-American, 
Wistrom has been a candidate for 
numerous major awards. He has 
downplayed such attention, repeat- 
ing variations of the same answer to 
questions about them. 

“That's for you guys to decide, so 
lll leave it up to you,” he said. “If 
you think I’m good enough, you 
think I’m good enough. There are a 
lot of great players, so it’s tough to 
pick out the best of anything. There 
are so many great players, it’s really 
hard to say: ‘Hey, this is the best 
linebacker, the best quarterback, the 
best defensive back.’ You could 
probably pick three or four guys and 
then the award would probably be 
more accurate. I mean, if something 
were to happen and somebody else 
wins, fine. 

“Whatever happens, happens. 
Sure, I’d like to win. But I just feel 
honored to be able to even be con- 
sidered for the awards. If I win, 
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‘and seen a lot of 
Dod ones, and I'll 
guarantee you, Grant 
pone of the best.” 
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great. If I don’t, I’m just happy to 
have been there.” 

Wistrom’s award candidacy has 
meant considerable travel since the 
Big 12 championship game. He trav- 
eled to New York City to receive the 
National Football Foundation and 
College Hall of Fame post-graduate 
scholarship on Dec. 9. He was in 
Houston for the Lombardi Awards 
dinner on Dec. 10, and then flew to 
Orlando, Fla., for the ESPN Awards 
Show on Dec. 11. 

Though hectic, such a travel 
schedule was yet another “of the rea- 
sons I came back,” Wistrom said 
before the trips began in earnest. 
“It’s going to be fun. Getting to go to 
awards (presentations), getting to do 
things and travel to places I might 
not be able to travel to. I’m excited 
about it.” 

Even though he came up short of 
Alberts’ career record for sacks, 
Wistrom finished as the 
Cornhuskers’ career leader in tackles 
for loss, with 58.5 for a minus-263 
yards. Alberts held the previous 
record, with 45 tackles for loss dur- 
ing his distinguished career. 
Wistrom fell just short of Jim Skow’s 
career record for total yards on tack- 
les for loss — 288, on 44 tackles. 

“I'm not upset at all about the 
way I've played,” Wistrom said late 
in the season. “I feel I’m playing just 
as hard as I did last year. But I’m a 
year smarter, a year bigger, a year 
more mature. As far as the effort 
level goes, that’s the only thing I can 
control. And I know I’m going just 
as hard as | did last year.” 

The most significant statistic by 
which Wistrom can be measured is 
victories. Nebraska has won 48 of 50 
games and two national champi- 
onships during his four seasons. 
And, of course, there’s still an out- 
side chance the Cornhuskers could 
add a third national title on the night 
of Jan. 2, 1998. 

The folks back home in Webb 
City, Mo., have become Cornhusker 
fans, and they'll continue that way 
with redshirt freshman Tracey 
Wistrom following his famous 
brother to Nebraska. 

“Everybody from where I’m from 
is really happy that things have 
turned out as well as they have for 
me,” Grant said. “There are a lot of 
Nebraska fans back around there 
now. I think everybody’s really 
happy with my decision (to come to 
Nebraska) and happy with the way 
things have turned out for me.’ 

That might be the best measure- 
ment of all. 
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oing to Orange Bowl Events? 
Take Tri-Rail...the alternative way to go! 


When in Florida, there are better things to do than fight the traffic. 


Tri-Rail provides commuter rail service in South Florida along a 70-mile stretch of I-95, In 
addition to the ease and comfort of traveling by train, Tri-Rail offers numerous advantages 
fo passengers including: 


* Round-trip transportation to the Orange Bowl Parade, FedEX Orange Bowl Alliance 
National Championship Game, Coors Light Tailgate Party and HIP Health Plan Orange 
Bowl Basketball Classic 

® Reasonable fares: travel to the parade for only $5 and to the football stadium for only $10 

® Nearly 20 train stations throughout Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach Counties. 

® Connections to all three major international airports 


All aboard! Whether traveling from the airport or to the game, Tri-Rail is your way to go. 
For more information on access to hundreds of exciting South Florida locations, call 


(954) 728-8445. 


Visit Tr-Rail’s website at http;//www.tn-rail.com 


TRISSRAIL 
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Big 12 Championship photos by Doug DeVoe 


Aggies No Match For Huskers 
In Big 12 Title Game 


emember the Alamo. That’s the easy com- 
parison. 

Texas A&M kept battling in the face of a 
Nebraska onslaught 
comparable to the one 
those who defended 
that famous mission in 
what is now San 
Antonio, Texas, faced 


long ago. 

A&M coach R.C. Slocum said at a 
Friday news conference that his 
team could not start slowly against the Cornhuskers, nor 
challenge No. 2-ranked Nebraska straight-up. 

Slocum’s comments suggested the potential mismatch 
the game became. 


Remember the Alamo? Try: 


B MIKE BABCOC Remember the TransWorld 
y Dome. 


Nebraska’s Aaron Taylor 
summed it up. Revenge was sweet, he said. 

For the historically challenged, Nebraska was upset |g 
in the first Big 12 Championship Game at the ff 
TransWorld Dome in St. Louis last year before falling 
to Texas, 37-27. The memory of that loss drove the 
Cornhuskers during the off- 
season and fueled the emo- 
tions at the Alamodome. 

“It’s embarrassing what hap- 
pened to us last year,” defen- 
sive tackle Jason Peter said 
before Nebraska left for San 
Antonio. “It was embarrass- 
ing walking off the field.” 

Rush end Grant Wistrom 


echoed his roommate. 

“We went out and got embarrassed last year,” he 
said. “That’s the last thing in the world we want to 
happen this year. I don’t feel it’s going to happen. 
One year’s experience, that helps a lot. 

“This year, the guys who played last year, the guys 
who have been around, have kind of taken it on our- 
selves to make sure there isn’t the emotional letdown 
that usually follows the last game of the (regular) sea- 
son. We're preparing for this game as hard as we've 
prepared for any this year.” 

A&M had Nebraska’s full attention. And Slocum’s 
worst fears were realized. 

“Last year against Texas, we didn’t get that excited } 
and looked ahead to the next game, and we goofed 
up,” coach Tom Osborne said after the Cornhuskers 
won their first Big 12 championship. 

Osborne was pleased enough with his team’s per- 

formance that his 

It wasn’t news to opinion of the playoff 

Nebraska and wingback seemed to have soft- 

Lance Brown as to which ened some. “Initially, I 

team was the best in the voted against having 

Big 12 this season. them,” he said. But 


“they're OK.” 


Nebraska overwhelmed the South Division champion 
Aggies from the get-go, scoring on all seven possessions 
in the first half to take a 37-3 lead to the lockerroom at 


the intermission. 


one of the season’s 
best defensive efforts. 

“When we were in the 
lockerroom at halftime, 
Coach (Charlie McBride) 
said that was the best foot- 
ball he’s seen us play all 
year,” Wistrom said. “We 


Quarterback Scott Frost played at a level that made 
those who didn’t vote him first-team All-Big 12 
appear, at best, short-sighted. The Cornhusker 
offense was overwhelming under Frost's direction, 
rolling up 536 yards. And it was complemented by 


Though he was forced to 
the lockerroom with 
back spasms, Jason 
Peter set the defensive 
tone with a sack of 
Branndon Stewart on the 
first play of the game. 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 21 


executed everything like I 
know we can. 

“When we play like that, 
we could be one of the best 
defenses in the country.” 

Peter established the 
ground rules on the game’s 
first play from scrimmage, 
crashing through to sack 


A&M quarterback 
Branndon Stewart for a 5- 
yard loss — one of six 


Cornhusker sacks. 

On the first play of the 
Aggies’ second possession, 
Peter deflected a Stewart 
pass. 

Stewart's first five passes 
fell incomplete, and his 
sixth was intercepted by 
Mike Brown, snapping a 
streak of 126 without an 
interception. Ralph Brown 
also intercepted a Stewart 
pass to double his season’s 
total. Stewart went into the 
game having thrown only | 
two interceptions in 158 
attempts. | 

What the Aggies had] 
done best offensively, how- 
ever, was run the ball. They 
ranked 11th nationally in 
rushing offense, averaging 
222.9 yards per game. At halftime 
against Nebraska, they had a rush- 
ing net of minus-5 yards. They fin- 
ished with a net of 13 yards on 23 
rushing attempts. It was the 10th 
time in 12 games that the 
Cornhuskers held their opponent to 
fewer than 100 yards rushing. 

“They're a great offense,” 
Wistrom said. “We just played very 
well.” 

The Blackshirts had to play with- 
out Peter from early in the second 
quarter on. He went to the sideline, 
suffering from severe back spasms 
with 8:53 remaining before halftime, 
and eventually went to the locker- 
room. He returned to watch the sec- 
ond half in street clothes. 

“He probably needs two weeks 
off, then he'll be ready to play in the 
bowl,” Osborne said of his emotion- 
al leader and co-captain. “He’s a 
player who makes a difference.” 

Jason Wiltz and Steve Warren 
picked up the slack at defensive 
tackle. 

A&M offensive tackle Chris 
Ruhman was impressed with the 
speed of the Cornhusker defenders. 
“They are definitely a lot faster on 
the field than they looked on film,” 
he said. 

While the defense was befuddling 
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the Aggies, Nebraska’s offense was 
attacking through the air as well as 
on the ground. Frost completed 12- 
of-18 passes for 201 yards to keep 
off-balance an A&M defense geared 
up to stop the run. “I don’t think we 
expected to do much (passing),” said 
Frost, who also rushed for 79 yards 
and two touchdowns. “T think it was 
just the situation we were in. 

“When the situation calls for it, 
we throw the ball more.” 

The passing yardage total was 
Frost’s highest of the season, and his 
second-highest at Nebraska. He 
completed 12-of-16 passes for 254 
yards and three touchdowns against 
Kansas last season. 

His previous passing high this 
season was 175 yards against 
Missouri. 

Frost was almost perfect in the 
first half, completing 10-of-11 passes 
for 176 yards. His only incomplete 
pass was an obvious drop by tight 
end Vershan Jackson. 

The A&M defense was more suc- 
cessful in stopping the run — rela- 
tively speaking. Although Nebraska 
averaged 5 yards per carry, the 
Huskers were “limited” to a season- 
low 335 rushing yards. 

Green, who had to stay home and 
watch last season’s Big 12 playoff on 


The Aggies attempted to expose 
perceived weaknesses in the 
Nebraska secondary, but Mike 
Brown made them pay with one 
of two NU interceptions. 


television because of a broken foot 
suffered in the Colorado game, 
accounted for just over half of the 
Cornhuskers’ rushing yards. He 
gained 179 and scored three touch- 
downs on a season-high 34 carries. 

The junior from Omaha increased 
his season total to 1,877 rushing 
yards, second-best in Nebraska his- 
tory, behind Heisman Trophy win- 
ner Mike Rozier’s 2,148 yards in 
1983. Green already had moved past 
Calvin Jones into second place 
behind Rozier in career rushing. He 
now has 3,880 yards. 

True freshman Bobby Newcombe 
stole the show offensively in the first 
quarter, running 25 yards on a wing- 
back reverse to set up the first touch- 
down, gaining 26 yards after catch- 
ing a Frost pass to set up the first of 
Kris Brown’s four field goals and 
returning a punt 40 yards to set up 
Brown's second. 

Frost capped the Cornhuskers’ 
first possession by running 6 yards 
for a touchdown. But A&M’s 
defense held its ground the next 


three times and forced Brown to kick 
field goals of 27, 26 and 31 yards. 
The junior from Southlake, Texas, 
added a fourth field goal, from 44 
yards, in the third quarter. 

Brown was successful on his final 
16 field goal attempts of the season, 
a school record. 

Nebraska’s performance wasn’t 
without flaws. The Cornhuskers lost 
four of five fumbles, and they were 
considerably less efficient on offense 
during a 17-point second half. “I was 
disappointed with our sloppy play 
at the end,” Osborne said. “It is hard 
to hold focus for 60 minutes. 

“But I guess, with a big lead, 
that’s what happens.” 

The Aggies’ Stewart, who trans- 
ferred to A&M rather than spend his 
career as a backup to Peyton 
Manning at Tennessee, was 
impressed by the Cornhuskers. 
“They are the best team we've 
played this year, and also the most 
disciplined,” he said. “They didn’t 
make many mistakes on defense, 
and their guys were always where 
they were supposed to be. They are 
a heck of a team, and are very well- 
coached.” 

Slocum agreed with his junior 
quarterback. Nebraska has had his 
No. 1 vote in the coaches’ poll 
throughout the season, Slocum said. 
“There is no way I can answer the 
question on whether they are the 
best team in the country. I don’t 
think there is anybody who could 
answer that question. 

“But I will say there is not another 
team in the country that I would be 
more concerned about playing than 
Nebraska. Until someone else proves 
differently, they will have my vote.” 

Although the Cornhuskers picked 
up a handful votes in the final regu- 
lar-season polls as a result of the vic- 
tory against A&M, there is little they 
can do beyond winning against 
Tennessee in the Orange Bowl. If 
Michigan wins the Rose Bowl, it 
appears the Wolverines will be 
declared national champions. 

“If it doesn’t happen, it’s not 
going to take away from the fun 
we've had all season,” said Wistrom, 
who returned for his senior season 
rather than declare for the NFL 
draft. 

“Tt all comes down to time man- 
agement. If you can find the delicate 
balance in the game, things can pay 
off for you. 

“T've always heard that the jour- 
ney’s better in the end, anyway.” 

That’s important to remember, 
whatever the quest. 


SCORING SUMMARY 


NEBRASKA 
S Scott Frost 6-yard run 
Kris Brown kick 
QUARTER tion ca: plays, 55 yards, 
3:07 
Key Plays: Starting at their own 45-yard 
line, Nebraska's Ahman Green was the work- 
horse, carrying the ball on the first five pos- 
sessions for 12 yards. With the run set up, 
Tom Osborne went to his bag of tricks and 
called a reverse on first-and-10 at the A&M 
31 which Bobby Newcombe took for 25 
yards, A&M's Warrick Holdman saved the 
touchdown for the moment by pushing 
Newcombe out at the 6, but one play later 
Frost scored on an option keeper around the 
right side. 
Huskers 7, Aggies 0 


NEBRASKA 

Brown 27-yard field goal 

The Drive: 9 plays, 54 yards, 2:57 

Key Plays: Again, it was the Green show as 

he found holes to the left, right and middle. 

After softening up the Wrecking Crew 

defense, Frost hit Newcombe, who had left 

his defender with a nifty out-and-in move 

and picked up 26 yards. The drive stalled at 

the A&M 7 when Frost was dropped for a 3- 

yard loss on third-and-3 from the A&M 7. 
Huskers 10, Aggies 0 


NEBRASKA 
Brown 26-yard field goal 
The Drive: 5 plays, 27 yards, 2:37 
Key Plays: A 40-yard punt return by 
Newcombe took the Huskers into Aggie terri- 
tory (A&M 36). 

Huskers 13, Aggies 0 


NEBRASKA 

Brown 31-yard field goal 

The Drive: 4 plays, 3 yards, 1:18 

Key Plays: Ralph Brown ruined the Aggies’ 

chances of getting on the scoreboard when 

he picked off Branndon Stewart at the A&M 

22. After a return of 5 yards and three offen- 

sive plays, Brown nailed his third field goal 

from the A&M 14 as the quarter ended. 
Huskers 16, Aggies 0 


NEBRASKA 
Green 25-yard run 
| Brown kick 

The Drive: 4 plays, 64 yards, 
QUARTER BP hee 

Key Plays: Frost late pitched 
to Green on the right and the Husker I-back 
did the rest. Blowing through one tackle, 
Green sprinted down the sideline and dove 
for the end zone pylon and he was knocked 
out of bounds. A short discussion by the refs 
and the Huskers were on the board again. 

Huskers 23, Aggies 0 


TEXAS A&M 
Kyle Bryant 32-yard field goal 
The Drive: 5 plays, 70 yards, 2:25 
Key Plays: The Blackshirts gave up their 
first big play of the game as tight end Derrick 
Spiller took a 2-yard Stewart pass and ram- 
bled for 61 yards until Eric Warfield knocked 
him out of bounds at the NU 22. Gaining 
only 7 yards on the next three plays, the Ags 
turned to the reliable Bryant to break the 
shutout. 

Huskers 23, Aggies 3 


NEBRASKA 

Green 1- yard run 

Brown kick 

The Drive: 9 plays, 67 yards, 3:34 

Key Plays: After a draw play for Green on 


first-and-10 from their 33, the Huskers went 
to the air. Frost completed all four of his 
passes on the drive including a 7-yard pickup. 
to tight end T.J. DeBates, who went high and 
to his right to bring in the throw at the A&M 
1-yard line. 

Huskers 30, Aggies 3 


NEBRASKA 
Frost 2-yard run 
Brown kick 
The Drive: 6 plays, 73 yards, 2:12 
Key Plays: With 2:37 left in the half, the 
Huskers looked for more but nearly squan- 
dered the opportunity when Frost fumbled 
an errant option after a 7-yard loss on the 
first play of the drive. An alert Green fell on 
the ball. Frost made up for his error with a 
12-yard run on second-and-17 and a 51-yard 
pass to freshman Matt Davison on third 
down. 

Huskers 37, Aggies 3 


NEBRASKA 

Brown 44-yard field goal 

The Drive: 6 plays, 9 yards, 

1:30 
QUARTER Key Plays: Mike Brown 

picked off Stewart and 
returned the ball 26 yards to set up Brown's 
fourth field goal of the game. A false start on 
third-and-7 backed the Huskers up and Frost 
forced a pass to Newcombe on the next play 
which fell incomplete. 


Huskers 40, Aggies 3 
NEBRASKA 
Green 6-yard run 
Brown kick 
The Drive: 10 plays, 55 


QUARTER yards, 3:47 

Key Plays: The Aggies were 
looking tired as the Huskers kept the ball on 
the ground and never faced a third down on 
the drive. Green ended the drive with a 6- 
yarder around the right side on second 
down. 

Huskers 47, Aggies 3 


TEXAS A&M 
Spiller 13-yard pass from Stewart 
Stewart two-point conversion failed 
The Drive: 10 plays, 75 yards, 2:48 
Key Plays: A pass interference call gave the 
Ags a second life. On third-and-4 from the 
A&M 31, Stewart hit Chris Cole for 12 yards. 
With nothing to lose, the Ags went for it on 
fourth-and-3 at the NU 50 and converted 
with a 30-yard pickup by Cole. 

Huskers 47, Aggies 9 


TEXAS A&M 
Jason Glenn 35-yard fumble return 
Randy McCown two-point conversion failed 
The Drive: 0 plays, 0 yards, 0:00 
Key Plays: Willie Miller coughed up the ball 
after losing 1 yard on second-and-4 from the 
NU 37. 

Huskers 47, Aggies 15 


NEBRASKA 
Frankie London 3-yard run 
Ted Retzlaff kick 
The Drive: 5 plays, 22 yards, 2:35 
Key Plays: An Aggie onside kick failed 
(Lance Brown recovered at the A&M 43 and 
returned it 21 yards) and the Huskers took 
over at the A&M 22 with 3:38 remaining in 
the game. 

Huskers 54, Aggies 15 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 23 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY SPRINT 


1997 SEASON STATS 
(12 GAMES) 


Name 

Green, A 
Frost, S. 
Makovicka, J 
Buckhalter, C 
London, F 
Newcombe, B. 
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SCORE BY QUARTERS 


TEAM i123 4 Final 
TexasA&M O08 3 O 12 15 
Nebraska 16 21 3 14 54 
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Cobb, J 
Christo, M. 
Brown, 
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Wisgins, § 
Kingston, B. 
Stonislav, J 
Soucie, T. 
Zatechka, J 
Retzlaff, 
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TEAM STATS DEFENSIVE LEADERS 
aM NEBRASKA 


x Play 
First Downs 13 eae 


Rushing 4 Warren, S, 
assin, ney. Ec 
fe sale i Walker i 
Rushing Attempts 23 
Yards Gained Rushing 53 
Yards Lost Rushing 40 
Net Yards Rushing 13 
Net Yards Passing 264 
Passes Attempted 
Passes Completed 
Had Intercepted Rovnlls, kK 
Yatal Plays Het ea 
Total Net Yards Davison, MM 
Avg. Gain Per Play Wiltz, 
Fumbles-Lost Johnson, E. 
Penalties-Yards 
Punts-Yards 
Ayg. Per Punt 
Punt Returns-Yards 
Interceptions-Yards 
Fumble Returns-Yards 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 


Possession Time 


Name 

Frost, S. 
London, F 
Newcombe, B. 
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Name 
Cheatham, K. 
Green, A 
Brown, L 
Davison, M 
Jackson, S. 
Newcombe, B 
Wiggins, S. 
Makovicka, J 
Jackson, V 
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Foreman, J. 
Peter, J 
Warlieid, E. 
Wistrom, G. 
McFarlin, O. 
Johnson, E 
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Swiney, E 
VandenBosch, K 
Warren, 
Harrison, B. 
Finley, C 
Peterson, J 
Jockson, J 
Toline, 1 
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Kaiser, L 
Buettenback, 8 
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INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 
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<r) 


~ 
SSESSSSSSNESS GOWN EEYH— N= 


5 


ey 
re 


Allen, D. 
Anderson, J 
list, G. 
Drum, B. 
Walther, E. 
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Miller, W. 
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McCown, R. 
Stowart, B. 
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Finister, D. 
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Player Cmp-Att-int 
Frost, S. 12180 201 


Player Cmp-Attint Yds 
Stewart, B. 1838-2 227 
McCown, R- 3.9.0 37 
lechler, S. 010 0 

PUBL) GOALS 


Player 
Brown, K. 


TEAM STATISTICS 
Total Offensive Yards 
Plays 
Average Per Play 
Average Per Game 
Net Rushing Yords 
Attempts 
TDs Rushin 
Net Passing Yords 
Completions 
Average Per Poss 
Average Per Catch 
Average Per Game 
TDs Passing 
Sacks By-Yards 
Fumbleslost 
Penalties-Yords 
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Player 
Bryant, K. 
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SPRINT POS INTRODUCES 


PREPAID 


WIRELESS CALLING 


This is wireless with no strings. 
Sprint PCS Prepaid Calling allows 
you to plan ahead and control costs. 
And here’s more good news: 


No credit check or deposit required 
Free account balance notification 
A choice of plans to fit your needs 


Long distance and international 
calling available 

You can travel anywhere within 

the Sprint PCS nationwide network™ 


Experience the clear alternative to 


cellular today.” 


Ask how you 
can make calls from 
more places with 
a dual-band 
Sprint PCS Phone.” 


—w Sprint. 1-800-480-4PCS # wwwsprintpes.com Spr int PCS” 


Sprint PCS Center 

11425 West Dodge Road 
Omaha + (402) 758-8800 
Business Sales + (402) 758-8820 


Prepaid Service Offer requires a phone 
Offer may not be combined w 

subject 

customers should evaluate rela 

Orange County; Las Vegas; Washington, L 


Sprint PCS Center 

5001 O Street 

Lincoln + (402) 484-5400 
Business Sales + (402) 730-4PCS 


ange without notice, Applicable taxes charged to subscriber's account. Prepaid Service 
nal long-distance charges. Replenishment of prepaid account by cre 
¢. Prepand rates differ trom those in under other pl 
made in Los Angeles: 
mond logo are sof Sprint Communications 


Company LP, used under license, Sprint PCS and Sprint Personal Communication Services are trademarks and service marks of Sprint Communications Company LP., used under license 


Lightweight; water-resistant 100% nylon fully lined © 
Jacket. TWo front flap pockets are darted for 22: 
““”fullness and have side entries. Velcro -* 
“closures: at pocket flaps and cuff. = 
tabs- Features an inside valuables © 
pocket. Hidden ‘drawstring at. 


{inside ‘hem casing: 
Clove/Navy/Redwood or. Seat 
Black/Clove/Simply Red, S-XXL,° 


FedEX Orange Bowl 

b, Micro Twill Shirt $64 ° 

Lightweight, 100% cotton micro 

twill. Button-down collar. Subtle 

contrast buttonholes at neck- ~~ 
band and sleeve placket: Front 
patch pocket with button. 
closure and pencil!pocket ~ 
detail. Locker loop at back’ 


Cap $¥ Schiele ‘ 
) This exchisive hat, previously availab! 
to players and coaches only, can ni 
Front features “Battle'by the — 
hroidery. “1988 Alliance: 
National Championship” embroidery on 
back, Black or Khaki/Navy, One size -fits.all. ° 


est embroidery graphics 1-6 below are available on garments ; 


(%) © 


5. 


Full chest print 
graphic available 
‘on item m. only. 


Celebrate and remember the 
game with this lasting FedEx 
Orange Bow! memento. 


ak 
we 


Stes 
MN 
Ne 


Wy ww 
Wy. 


ey Chains 
225" square” 
~acrylle-Key. chains 
seommemorate the 
‘Battie By the”. 


“Fedex rasa Bowl 7 
‘i, Vertical’ Stripe Fleece Lapped Crew * $60: 
80% cotton/20% polyester fleece features fine and subtle vertical 
stripe detail. Rib Knit at cuffs and neck has:a bold, contrasting’. 
‘stripe. Solid rib’ knit with sparidex at waist. Available in 
‘Oxford Heather/White/Black, Heather/White/Simply Red and 
Heather/White/Navy: S-XXL. 


FedEX Orange’ Bowl 
mA, j..Cotton Pique Polo + $48 
iz Fully: Combed.100% ‘cotton pique. Two-button laokar 
Rib knit collar‘and cuffs, Side:seam vents. Available 
in. White, Simply Red and Navy. S-XXL. 


FedEX Orange Bowl 
k: Birdseye Pique Polo * $57 
Fully combed 100% cotton-birdseye pique; 
Three-button: placket; Striped rib knit collar and cuffs. 
Exposed twill tape appears below placket for a ‘sporty look. 
Heather/Canvas/Black : S-XXL. 


FedEX Orange Bowl. 
|: Plush Obie: Doll » $20 
The Orange Bow! mascot, OBIE, This soft, plush toy is: 


waiting tor your. hug! 


“commemorates 64 years 
football: Your team:tog 


“in Limited Edition Replica Glass 
Football Holder * $180; 
This. glass replica field of thé Alliance o or 
National: Championship. game {s:a must 
have. for. all Nebraska and Tennessee : fans: 


- Visit our website at: ORANGEBOWL.ORG 


STYLE | GRAPHIC # | DESCRIPTION Qty.|Size} COLOR | PRICE | TOTAL 


Orange Bow! Fulfillment , BRUCE 
NG PIRES BL Ona: Or mail order form to... 

Call...1-800-250-3368 or Orange Bow! Fulfillment 

Fax...1-954-450-0018 24 hours cpa bed 

Florida residents call...954-450-0066 Miramar, FL 33025 


All orders prepaid only. 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-9:00pm Saturday 8:00am-9:00pm 

Method of Payment: (U.S. Funds only) 

Q) Cashier's Check or Money Order (Make Checks Payable to: Holsen, Inc.) 
U Mastercard QO) visa 

Credit card No. (PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE SPACE BETWEEN NUMBERS) 


Enter all the numbers that appear on your credit card. Most cards have 16 digits. gg NTS Dnnrd on nny of a Merchandise Total 
Signature. Month - Year Maite ees = 
bie a Shipping & Handling 
Name 35x08 84042 EAB SST 
Exp. Date ce tore tete Se SAUCS TAS 
Class I 
Address. Shipping Description] up to $35 ‘$35.01 to S60 G E A R 
Standard EJ sia 37 ae TOTAL 
City. State. Zip 2-Day Ar 35 $20 $23 rowerenrs 
Noxt-Day Air 315 $2 S24 


Phone (__) “Orders over $100.00 actual shipping and handling charges will be applied by our ottice. 
‘Minimum merchandise order amount: $25.00. Allow 3-4 weeks delivery. 


usd 
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By Mark Derowitsch 


ever mind the fact that 
the Tennessee Volunteers 
sit two steps away from 
winning the school’s first 
national championship in 
nearly 50 years. Forget 
that Tennessee’s first 
Southeastern Conference 
title under head coach 
Phillip Fulmer may not matter in the 
national picture. 

The Vols are happy to be playing 
in the Orange Bowl against second- 
ranked Nebraska. 


Action Sports of America/University of Tennessee 


yy 


Although a national champi- 
onship is a longshot, the Vols are 
happy to be performing finally in the 
national spotlight. In the unlikely 
case that Washington State upsets 
top-ranked Michigan in the Rose 
Bowl on Jan. 1, the Vols could find 
themselves on center stage, facing 
the best college football team of the 
1990s. 

That's enough to let out a big sigh 
of relief in Tennessee, which hasn’t 
won a national title since 1951 or a 
major bowl since winning the 1991 
Sugar Bowl. 

“This is great — it’s a big monkey 
off our backs,’ said Fulmer, who 
took over the Tennessee football pro- 
gram in 1993. “To finally get the 
respect to be called champions is a 
great feeling. It was a big monkey, 

and you (media) guys made it a 

really big monkey.” 

It’s not that the Volunteers burst 
) on the national scene this season. 


Tennessee has been one of the 


most successful teams in the coun- 
try since Fulmer replaced Johnny 
Majors as the Vols’ head coach. In 
five-plus seasons under Fulmer, 
Tennessee boasts a record of 54- 
% 10 and has won four of five post- 
” season bowl games. 
7 But Tennessee usually hasn't 
been able to do enough to get over 
the hump and play for all the mar- 
bles. Last season, the Vols were 
taken out of the national picture 
with an early-season loss to the 


Freshman tailback Jamal Lewis 
gives the Vols a legitimate 
rushing attack to go along 
with the Manning-directed 
aerial assault. 


PRESS PICKS 


+ Mike Babcock, Huskers 
Illustrated: Tennessee, no doubt, 
learned something about Nebraska 
from what happened to Florida in the 
1996 Fiesta Bowl. The Volunteers 
aren't likely to underestimate 
Nebraska’s team speed. Keys will be 
whether Tennessee’s offensive line 
can protect Peyton Manning from 
Grant Wistrom, (a reasonably 
healthy) Jason Peter and the 
Blackshirts and whether its defense 
can slow down Scott Frost, Anman 
Green and the option. 

Nebraska 31 

Tennessee 20 


+ Tom Dienhart, The Sporting 
News: Tennessee should be able to 
score some points on the young and 
inexperienced Nebraska secondary, 
but the Nebraska offense should 
prove to be too much, and should 
overpower an overrated Tennessee 
defense. Nebraska is just too big and 
strong, and should be too much for 
the Volunteers to overcome. 
Nebraska 31 

Tennessee 28 


* Mike Huguenin, The Sporting 
News: While Peyton Manning will 
have success against Nebraska’s 
mediocre secondary, it’s hard to 
imagine Tennessee being physical 
enough to control Nebraska’s pun- 
ishing running attack, If the 
Volunteers don’t protect Manning, 
this will be a rout. 

Nebraska 38 

Tennessee 23 


* Beano Cook, ESPN: | simply like 
red over orange. 

Nebraska 28 

Tennessee 24 


+ Randy Moore, Rocky Top News: 
Nebraska has won two close calls 
this year (over Colorado and 
Missouri), but Tennessee has won 
nine close calls this season, and | 
don't like those odds for the 
Volunteers. | think the Huskers are 
due, and | think the Vols are due to 
lose a close one. 

Nebraska 31 

Tennessee 27 


+ Keith Jackson, ABC Sports: Since 
Tom Osborne is retiring, | think his 
players would like to send him out as 
a winner. | also think Nebraska is the 
better team. Tennessee didn’t play 
very well in the SEC Championship 
Game, giving the ball away like they 
did, but they have a lot of talent. | 
just don’t believe they have as much 
as Nebraska. The winner will proba- 
bly have to score six touchdowns, 
because the losing team probably 
will score five. 

Nebraska 42 

Tennessee 35 


eventual national champion Florida 
Gators. In 1995, Tennessee was 11-1, 
and its lone loss was a 62-37 setback 
to Florida. 

In 1993, Fulmer’s first season at 
Tennessee, the Vols lost early to 
Florida, and then dropped a 31-13 
contest to Penn State in the Florida 
Citrus Bowl. 

It’s been enough to make the Vols 
feel jinxed. 

But a 30-29 win over Auburn in 
the SEC championship game was 
enough to make the Volunteers for- 
get about all of their oh-so-close calls 
in the past. 

“The victory (over Auburn) was a 
great moment in Tennessee history,”” 
Fulmer said. 

Of course, now that Tennessee 
has taken a step forward, the 
Vols are ready to make a giant 
leap. 

To have a chance to reach 
college football’s promise land, 
the Vols will have to knock off 
Nebraska, which won the 
national championship in 1994 
and 1995 and has won three 
straight bowl games. 

All Tennessee wants is that 
chance to tangle with the 
Huskers. 

“The Orange Bowl is what 
we wanted, because it gives us a 
chance to compete for a national 
championship,” Fulmer said. 

If the Vols are to inch closer 
to title-contender status, they'll 
have to ride the right arm of 
quarterback Peyton Manning. 
During his four-year career at 
Tennessee, that mode of trans- 
portation has proven to be a 


smooth ride. 

The 6-foot-5 Manning threw for 
3,819 yards and 36 touchdowns this 
season to lead the Vols to an 11-1 
record. He set a school record with 
523 passing yards and five touch- 
down passes against Kentucky, and 
threw for at least 300 yards in nine of 
12 contests. 

With Manning at the controls, the 
Vols are 38-5 and are capable of 
beating just about anybody. 

Nebraska head coach Tom 
Osborne said Manning is a great 
quarterback. 


Peyton Manning turned down 
the NFL last season so that his 
Volunteers could have a shot at 
the national title. 


“Manning is very impressive,” 
Osborne said. “He’s got a quick 
release. He’s a very accurate thrower 
and he has nice height. He’s your 
classic drop-back passer.” 

Thanks in large part to Manning, 
the Vols were able to shake off an 
early-season loss to Florida and 
make it to the Orange Bowl. Against 
Auburn in the SEC title game, 
Manning was a one-man wrecking 
crew. He threw for 373 yards and 
four touchdowns, and rallied his 
team back from a 27-17 second-half 
deficit. 

After the game, Auburn head 
coach Terry Bowden credited 
Manning with the Vols’ comeback. 

“We threw so many things at 
him, and he still made the plays,” 
Bowden said. “Maybe this was 
just Tennessee’s year. They've 
been bridesmaides for so 

long.” 
| ‘There’s a reason the Vols 
have shed their second-rate 
image. Manning no longer is a 
one-man show. 

Freshman tailback Jamal 
Lewis gives the Vols a legiti- 
mate rushing attack to go along 
with the Manning-directed aer- 
ial assault. Lewis rushed for 
1,364 yards and seven touch- 
downs. He accounted for near- 
ly 75 percent of Tennessee's 
rushing total this season. 

Don’t be confused, though. 
Tennessee is a passing team, 
and Manning and a talented 
group of receivers will test 
Nebraska’s young secondary. 

Manning’s favorite target is 
wide receiver Marcus Nash, 


CORNHUSKER OFFENSE VOLUNTEER DEFENSE VOLUNTEER OFFENSE CORNHUSKER DEFENSE 
SE 89 Jefflake 64 210 Sr 91 Jonathan Brown 6-4 245 Sr | TE 82 Eric Diogu 63 250 So : LR 84 Mike Rucker 66 250 Jr 
‘or 6 KennyCheatham 64 205 Jr 93 Shaun Ellis 64 260 So | 98 AntronPeebles 63 247 Jr 57 Chad Kelsay 63 250 Jr 
LT 73. Fred Pollack 64 305 Sr 50 Bill Duff 63 265 Sr | SE 6 Jeremaine Copeland 62 210 Jr DT 99 Jason Wiltz 63. 310 Jr 
69 Adam Julch 65 310 So 58 Darwin Walker 63 281 So 81 Benjie Shuler 62 195 Sr 96 Steve Warren 6-1 295 So 
LG 67 Aaron Taylor 61 305 Sr 97 Buck Buxton 65 270 Sr | LT 67 Chad Clifton 64 300 So : DT 55 Jason Peter 65 285 Sr 
63 James Sherman 62 300 So 55 Ron Green 61 275 Jr 77 Josh Tucker 64 290 So 95 Derek Allen 63 280 So 
C 59 Josh Heskew 63° 280 Jr 22 Corey Terry 63 260 Jr | LG 68 Spencer Riley 63 289 So } RR 98 GrantWistrom 65 255 Sr 
62 MattHoskinson 6-1 280 Sr 92 Jeff Coleman 64 264 Jr 53 TobyChampion 6-4 300 Fr 92 Travis Toline 63° 245 Jr 
RG 64 Jon Zatechka 62 290 Sr i LLB 27 Al Wilson 60 226) | € 70 Trey Teague 65 287 Sr : SLB 37 Tony Ortiz 60 215 So 
62 MattHoskinson 6-1 280 Sr 48 Jerrod Hayden 6-1_215 Fr 59 Sam Pinner 63 280 Sr 46 Brian Shaw 61 215 So 
RT 70 EricAnderson 64 305 Sr } MLB 1 leonard Little 63 247 Sr | RG 75 Mercedes Hamilion6-3 295 Jr} MIB 44 Jay Foreman 61 235 Jr 
65 Jason Schwab 61 300 So 35 Shawn Johnson 62 217 So 54 Dion Robinson 63 295 Jr 13 Carlos Polk 63 245 Fr 
TE 90 TimCarpenter 63 250 Sr : RLB4& Raynoch Thompson63 217 So | RT 52 CoseyColeman 65 320 Fr ? WEB 4 OctaviousMcFarlin 5-11 200 Sr 
‘or- 34 Vershan Jackson 60 240 Sr 85 Anthony Hampton 61 225 Jr 72 Jarvis Reado 65 290 Jr 1 Eric Johnson 60 200 Jr 
QB 7 Scott Frost 63 220 Sr : LCB23 Dwayne Goodrich 60 180 So | WR12 MarcusNosh 63 190 Sr } LCB16 ErwinSwiney 6-1 180 Fr 
1 Frankie London 60 180 So 18 GeraldGrifin 61 182 So 90 Graff Corby 63 197 Jr 2 Brandon Harrison 6.0 175 Jr 
FB 45 Joel Makovicka 5-11 235 Jr RCBI3_ Terry Fair 5-11 185 Sr | WR37 PeerlessPrice 60 183 Jr } FS 3 EricWarfield 60 195 Sr 
40 Billy Legate 5-11 225 Jr 23 Dwayne Goodrich 6.0 180 So 88 Andy McCullough 63 201 Sr 20 Clint Finley 5-11 200 Fr 
IB 30 AhmanGreen 60 215 Jr SS 9 Tori Noel 60 197 Sr | QB 16 Peyton Manning 65 222 Sr i ROV21 Mike Brown 5-11 205 So 
36 Correll Buckhalter 62 210 Fr 2. Fred White 5-11 185 So 17 Tee Martin 63 220 So 10 Brandon Quindt 60 200 Fr 
WB 14 Lance Brown 5-11 190 Jr FS 30 Cory Gaines 5-11 185 Sr | FB 24 Shawn Bryson 61 212 Jr: REB 22 Ralph Brown 5-11 180 So 
5 Shevin Wiggins 5-11 190 Jr 29° Mikki Allen 60 175 So 33 Derrick Edmonds 5-10 185 So 11 Jerome Peterson 57 185 So 
PK 35. Kris Brown 510205 Jr i 8 Chris Hogue 61 188 Sr | PK 4° Jeff Holl 60 182Jr } P19 Jesse Kosch 60 190 Sr 
Depth charts were compiled Dec. 12, and may change before game time. #= duplicate number. * = injured, but probable for game. 
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1997 SEASON STATS 
(12 GAMES) 


GAMES) 
TEAM STATISTICS 
TENN OPP 
300 208 


FIRST DOWNS 


By Rushing 105 72 
By Passing 177 W7 
By pony, 18 9 
NET YAR S RUSHING 1,813 1,119 
Atempls 398 382 
ae 
Yards Per Rush 4.6 29 
fonges Rush 74 
NET YARDS PASSING 3,981 2,898 
Attempts AlB 
Completed 296 229 
Percent Completed 60.2 54.8 
Had Intercepted 12 13 
Average Per Game 3318 241.5 
Largest Pass 23 87 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5,794 4,017 
Total Plays 890 00 
Average Per Game I 
0 4 
Punting Yardage 1,946 2,894 
‘Average Per Punt 38.9 39.1 
Net Punt Average 34.2 33.9 
Had Blocked 0 2 


e 

‘Average Per Return E 
yest Punt Return 

KICKOFF RETURNS 32 52 


Return Yardage 656 1,059 
‘Average Per Return 20.5 0.4 
Longest KO Return 41 96 

TURNOVERS 31 24 
Fumbles 33 31 
Fumbles Lost 19 1 
Interceptions By 13 12 
Interception Return Yards lo 308 
Longest Itereption Rum 57 89 

PENALTIES 87 87 
Yards Penalized 688 694 


SCORING BY QUARTER 

Ist 2nd 3rd 4th Total Av 
Opponents 50 62 55 77 244 20. 
Tennessee 76 118 123 94 411 34.3 


tt. Yds. YPC TDs LP 
lewis 232 1,364 5.9 7 sc 
levine 2G 72 5610 SC 
Bryson 36 14 41 2 44USM 
Crosby 12 60 50 O 13UCIA 
Stephens 9 36 40 0 14TTU 
Darden 14 33 24 0 9 TU 
Price 23 155 0 36UK 
Edmonds ARIZ E3010) UOARK 
raham i 11,0 0 11 Miss 
uns 2.0 0 TU 
che vi 05 0 
49 30 06 3 


RECEIVIN 


Name No. Yds. YPC TDs LP 
Nash 76 1,170 15.4 13 73AU 
Copeland 58 732 226 46 SC 
Price 48 698 145° 6 S2 Al 
Bryson 29 307 106 0 37 MISS 
Lewis 23 275 12.0 2 50 UK 
McCullough 22 425 19.3 3 98 UF 
Levine 13 48 3.7 Oo 23 UG 
Edmonds. 8 79 9.9 ] 16 UF 
Wilson, C. Z 71 107) 2 16 UF 
Shuler D: 58 116 0 18 UCLA 
Peebles 2 3] 15.5 0 18 USM 
corby i) 3) 310 1 3) TT 
Martin, D. 1 22 22.0 0 22 UG 
Darden J 13 13.0 0 13 TU 
Johnson, N. 1 1 11.0 0 11 UG 
Manning 1 10 10.0 0 10 


FIELD GOALS 
Name 0-29 30-39 40-49 50-60 60+ LK 
810 45 47° 00 00 4! 


UT AT 


00 3 

00 5-11 
11D 13 
1-0 14 
0.0 428 
47D 00 
00 1d 
5 00 
QO 13.5-117 
oo 1-12 
00 437 
oo 00 
00 15 
00 3.10 
00 0.0 
1.0 00 
00 00 
00 00 
00 0-0 
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who led the team this year 
in receptions (with 76), 
receiving yards (1,170) and 
touchdowns (12). Nash 
averaged 15.4 yards every 
time he touched the ball. 

But Nash isn’t 
Tennessee’s only big-time 
receiver. Wide receiver 
Peerless Price had 48 catch- 
es for 698 yards, while 
starting split end Jeremaine 
Copeland caught 58 passes 
for 732 yards and nine 
touchdowns. 

Tennessee’s line has pro- 
vided Manning with ample 
protection. The Vols have 
given up only 14 sacks this 
season, thanks to the 
improved play of a young 
offensive line that features 
just one senior (center Trey 
Teague) and one junior 
(right guard Mercedes } 
Hamilton). _ Wes 

Tennessee can win games with its 
defense, too. The Vols, led by middle 
linebacker Leonard Little, give up 
only 93.3 rushing yards per game, 
and Nebraska will have to run the 
ball on to win. Tennessee has the 
eighth-best defense in the nation 
against the run and the 32nd in total 
defense. 

The Vols like to put pressure on 
opposing quarterbacks. Tennessee 
recorded 47 sacks this season, thanks 
in part to linebacker Jonathan Brown 
and defensive end Corey Terry. 
Brown leads the Vols with 13.5 sacks 
this year, while Terry tallied four 
more. 

Little, leftside linebacker Al 
Wilson and rightside linebacker 
Raynoch Thompson also help out 
rushing the passer. Little registered 
8.5 sacks, Wilson five and ‘Thompson 


1997 TENNESSEE 
FOOTBALL 
SCHEDULE/RESULTS 


Record (Conference) — 11-1 (8-1) 
Aug. 30 Texas Tech W. 5217: 
Sept.6 @UCIA W, 30-24 
Sept. 20 @ Florida [20-33 
Oct. Mississippi 
Oct.11 
Oct. 18 
Nov. 1 
Noy. 8 


W, 38-13 
W, 38-21 

W, 227 
W, 44-20 
W, 30-22 
W, 59-31 
W, 17-10 
W, 30.29 


Georgia 

@ Alabama 
South Carolina 
S. Mississippi 
Noy. 15 @ Arkansas 
Nov. 22 @ Kentucky 
Noy. 29 Vanderbilt 


Dec..6 vs. Auburn$ 

Jan. 2 ~ ys. Nebraska& 
$ SEC Championship Game * A 
& FedEx Orange Bowl * Miami, Fla 


ita, Ga. 


(5 Me 
Action Sports of America/University of Tennessee 
Linebacker Leonard Little leads 
the Vols in tackles (87) and is 
second in sacks (8.5). 


one. 

Tackles Bill Duff and Buck 
Buxton help the Vols plug up the 
middle and shut down the opposi- 
tion’s running game. 

Tennessee cornerback Terry Fair 
leads the team with five intercep- 
tions, while cornerback Dwayne 
Goodrich has four. 

Kicker Jeff Hall has made 8-of-10 
field goal attempts this season. 

Osborne has seen very little of 
Tennessee this fall, but he said he is 
impressed with the Volunteers. 

“They are a team with a great 
deal of speed,” Osborne said. 


1997 NEBRASKA 
FOOTBALL 


SCHEDULE/RESULTS 


Record (Conference) — 12-0 (9-0) 
Aug. 30 Akron W, 59-14 
Sept. 13 Central Florida W, 38-24 
Sept. 20 @ Washington W, 27-14 
Oct. 4 Kansas State W, 56-26 
Oct. 11 @ Baylor W, 49-21 
Oct. 18 Texas Tech W, 29-0 
Oct. 25 @ Kansas W, 35-0 
Nov. 1 Oklahoma W, 69-7 
Nov. 8 @ Missouri W, 45-38 (OT) 
Nov. 15 lowa State W, 77-14 
Nov. 28 @ Colorado W, 27-24 
Dec. 6 vs. Texas A&M$ W, 54-15 
Jan. 2 vs. Tennessee& 
$ Big 12 Championship Game © San Antonio, Texas 
& FedEx Orange Bowl * Miami, Fla. 


Texas Tech Head Coach Spike Dykes Says He Thinks The Huskers Will Beat Tennessee 


TECHnical Assessment 


Only one team in the nation, Texas Tech, played both sec- 
ond-ranked Nebraska and No. 3 Tennessee this season. That's 
not exactly a schedule-maker’s dream. 

In fact, it turned out to be pretty much a nightmare for Texas 
Tech, which dropped a 52-17 decision to Tennessee on Aug. 30 
to open the season, and then was blanked by Nebraska, 29-0, 
on Oct. 18. 

Red Raiders head coach Spike Dykes may appreciate the 
Orange Bowl matchup of Nebraska and Tennessee more than 
anybody else in the country. Dykes said the Jan. 2 game is the 
highlight of the college bowl season. 

“It should be a great game,” Dykes said. 
“They're two contrasting styles of football 
teams, but they’re both awfully darn good. It 
should be great.” 


Tennessee quarterback 
Peyton Manning 
vs. Nebraska's pass rush 

According to Dykes, the key to Nebraska’s 
success is putting pressure on Manning and 
forcing the Volunteers’ quarterback to make 
quick decisions. 

Manning threw for more than 3,819 yards 
and 36 touchdowns this season and was only 
sacked 12 times. If Manning is allowed to sit 
back in the pocket and pick apart the sec- 
ondary, the Huskers are in for a long night, 
Dykes said. 

That shouldn't happen, though. Dykes 
expects Husker defensive ends Grant 
Wistrom, Chad Kelsay and Mike Rucker and tackle Jason 
Peter to be too much for the Volunteer offensive line to handle. 

“| think Nebraska’s pass rush certainly is the key to their 
whole attack,”’ Dykes said. “That will be the key to the whole 
ball game.” 

Tennessee’s line gave up only 14 sacks this season, but 
Dykes said it likely hasn't faced an attack like Nebraska's. Only 
one of Tennessee’s starting five offensive linemen — center 
Trey Teague — is a senior. “I'd have to give a little edge to 
Nebraska against Tennessee’s offensive line,” Dykes said. 
€dge: Nebraska 


Tennessee's receivers 
vs. Nebraska’s young secondary 

This will be the Huskers’ most difficult test of the season. 
Tennessee doesn’t have just one top-notch receiver — the Vols 
have at least three. 

Manning's favorite target is Marcus Nash, a 6-3, 190-pound 
senior who caught 76 passes for 1,170 yards and 13 touch- 
downs this season. But he is far from the Vols’ only threat. 

Split end Jeremaine Copeland posted 58 catches for 732 
yards, and Peerless Price had 48 receptions for 698 yards and 
six touchdowns. 

“They have two or three receivers that are just outstanding,” 
Dykes said. “Their receivers are as good as there is in college 
football.” 

If the Husker defense has a weakness, it’s defending against 
the pass. Nebraska’s opponents threw for an average of 176.6 
yards per game this season. 

“As good as their passing game is, if Tennessee gets some 
protection, they have a good chance to win,” Dykes said. 

Edge: Tennessee 


Tennessee’s running game 
vs. Nebraska’s defensive front 
It's not surprising that Tennessee won its first Southeastern 
Conference title under coach Phillip Fulmer this season. 
Thanks to Lewis, a freshman, the Vols are not just a one- 
Man(ning) team. 


Lewis rushed for 1,385 yards and seven touchdowns this 
season to give Tennessee a two-dimensional attack. 

That doesn’t mean Tennessee can expect to pick up bushels 
of yards against the Huskers, Dykes said. 

“| think Tennessee’s running game can expect to have a 
hard day at the office — there’s no doubt about that,” he said. 
“They'll run the ball a little, but | don’t think they should expect 
anybody to get yards in big chunks.” 

Not many teams did much on the ground against Nebraska 
this season. Opponents gained 868 yards against Nebraska this 
year — combined. The front four of Wistrom, 
Peter, Jason Wiltz and Kelsay or Rucker — 
along with help from the linebackers — have 
proven to be a nearly impossible barrier to 
break through. 

Edge: Nebraska 


Nebraska's passing game 
vs. Tennessee’s secondary 

The Vols faced some of the nation’s best air 
attacks, but won’t be tested as often by 
Nebraska. Still, Dykes warns that the Vols 
shouldn't take Nebraska quarterback Scott 
Frost lightly. 

Frost showed all season long he can run the 
football. He gained 1,016 yards on the ground 
this season, second on the team only to the 
total posted by I-back Ahman Green. But 
Dykes said Frost is an underrated passer. 

Frost threw for 1,036 yards and five touch- 
downs, while completing 53.9 percent of his 
passes. 

“I'm a Scott Frost fan,” Dykes said. “I’m think he’s a great 
quarterback. He’s done a great job.” 

Cornerback Terry Fair is Tennessee's best cover man. He 
picked off a team-high five passes and broke up nine others this 
season. Dwayne Goodrich, Tennessee’s other starting corner- 
back, intercepted four passes and was in on six breakups. 

“They don’t have to throw it a lot to be effective,” he said. 
“But Nebraska’s passing game is well-designed, and it gives 
them an added element to use in its offense.” 

Edge: Nebraska 


Nebraska's running game 
vs. Tennessee’s front seven 

Nebraska led the nation in rushing — no surprise there — by 
averaging nearly 400 yards per contest. Green and Frost com- 
prise as good a 1-2 punch as Nebraska has had in some time — 
and yes, Dykes said the Huskers will run the ball with success 
against Tennessee. However, he said Nebraska shouldn't expect 
to pick up yards on the ground with the same level of ease. 

“Tennessee has a good defense — they have tremendous 
speed at every position,” Dykes said. “They'll be as fast as (any 
team) Nebraska has seen all season. Nebraska will run the ball 
against them, but | don’t think it will be in great chunks.” 

The Vols gave up an average of just 93.3 yards per game on 
the ground this fall, and opponents averaged just 2.9 yards per 
rushing attempt. 

Middle linebacker Leonard Little led Tennessee with 59 
unassisted tackles, caused two fumbles and had 8.5 sacks. 
Tackles Bill Duff and Buck Buxton also serve as run-stoppers. 

Still, Nebraska’s bread and butter over the years has been 
the running game. 

Edge: Nebraska 


Add everything up, and Dykes said he thinks Nebraska will 
beat Tennessee in a close game. 

“It should be a real head-knocker,” Dykes said. “I'd probably 
have to give Nebraska an edge, simply because they've been in 
this situation more.” Mf 
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Tennessee plans to throw at what it believes 
is Nebraska’s soft spot — the secondary. 
That just might be a mistake 


MANNING'S 
MOST 
WANTED 


Dan Fouts was less than kind to Nebraska’s young secondary before the 
Big 12 championship game against Texas A&M. “The secondary is their 
weakness,” said Fouts, an analyst for ABC television and former NFL quar- 
terback. He placed particular emphasis on the final three words. 

Fouts would have had a difficult time convincing anyone of that afterward. 

The Aggies managed only 21-of-48 pass completions. And Nebraska’s 
“suspect” secondary intercepted two passes to double A&M quarterback 
Branndon Stewart's season total. 

Cornhusker secondary coach George Darlington has been satisfied with 
the development of his young players. “I think overall, the secondary is play- 
ing fairly well,” he said late in the season. 


The secondary was a significant 
concern going into the season. 
Sophomore cornerback Ralph Brown 
was the only ened starter. And 
the three players who had to be 
replaced were good enough to move 
on to the NFL, including cornerback 
Michael Booker, the Atlanta Falcons’ 
first-round draft pick. 

Rover Mike Minter now plays for 
the Carolina Panthers, and safety 
Eric Stokes recently was re-signed by 
the Seattle Seahawks, who drafted 
him in the fifth round and then 
released him. 

Erwin Swiney, a true freshman 
from Lincoln, Neb., has replaced 


Booker at left cornerback. 
Sophomore Mike Brown was moved 
from cornerback to fill the void at 
rover left by Minter’s departure. 
And senior Eric Warfield, who had 
the experience of a starter, has suc- 
ceeded Stokes at safety. 

In addition, the top backups have 
been newcomers, including fresh- 
men Joe Walker and Clint Finley, 
sophomore Jerome Peterson and 
junior college transfer Brandon 
Harrison. 

Ralph Brown has assumed a lead- 
ership role that ordinarily wouldn’t 
be his for another season or two. 
“He’s kind of teaching the younger 


players,” Darlington said. “Instead 
of Minter and guys giving little tips 
to him, he’s giving coaching points 
to Erwin and the younger DBs at the 
corner position.” 
Usually a player isn’t thrust into 
such a role until he’s at least a junior. 
“A lot of times a younger player, 
a sophomore, just is not going to 
step out and take that responsibility. 
I mean, it’s going to be: ‘Hey, I’m 
going to do my job. I’m going to 
work and concentrate. Those guys 
are going to have to take care of 
themselves,’ ” Darlington said. 
“Ralph has not done that. 
“He has really been very much of 
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a team player, trying to help the 
younger guys.” 

Swiney, one of six true freshmen 
who has played this season, has 
developed at a pace comparable to 
Ralph Brown’s last season. “He has 
been very important to us because, 
quite frankly, he’s the second-best 
corner we have,” Darlington said. 
“Regardless of the reasons, Swiney 
has separated from the other play- 
ers. 

“Part of that is due to injury. But 
he’s done a reasonably good job. 
He's been thrust into a lot of pres- 
Doug DeVoe 


The only starter to return this 
ear, sophomore Ralph Brown 
as assumed a leadership role 

that ordinarily wouldn’t be his 

for another year or two. 


sure situations and will continue to 
be thrust into pressure situations.” 

Swiney, who was persuaded to 
go out for football as a high school 
junior after moving to Lincoln from 
Dallas before the second semester of 
his sophomore year, came up big in 
road victories against Missouri and 
Colorado. He was involved in seven 
tackles against the Buffaloes and 
intercepted a John Hessler pass late 
in the third quarter, a play that took 
on even greater significance as the 
game went on. 

In the Missouri game, Swiney 


broke up a pass and made three 
tackles, the biggest of which came at 
the end of regulation when he 
stopped Corby Jones for no gain on 
third-and-3 at the Tiger 47-yard line 
with 1:13 remaining and Nebraska 
trailing 38-31. As a result of Swiney’s 
play, Missouri was forced to punt, 
setting the stage for the 
Cornhuskers’ 10-play, 67-yard drive 
to the tying touchdown. 
Nebraska’s secondary was 
besieged by Jones’ passes that after- 
noon in Columbia, Mo. “Needless to 
say, we weren’t pleased with our 


performance,” Darlington said. “We 
had some situations where we could 
have played better and made it an 
easier game. Of course, that was true 
of a lot of positions on defense.” 

But the young players gained 
from an experience that couldn’t be 
duplicated in practice. 

“That situation probably will be 
looked back on as something that 
will really help us in the future 
because the younger players, as well 
as the older players, realize if you 
don’t prepare week-in and week-out 
with the same intensity and you 
kind of think it’s not going to be so 
hard and all of a sudden you take 
turns making errors, the next thing 
you know, you could get beat,” 
Darlington said. 

“The Missouri game could be one 


we'll refer back to, just like we 
referred back to the ‘92 Iowa State 
game, where, when things start to 
get a little slack and there’s not the 
same kind of intensity, we mention 
that particular game... and you 
don’t have to say any more than 
that.” 

The Cornhuskers’ 19-0 loss at 
Arizona State last season was anoth- 
er such game. 

“We didn’t prepare well,” 
Darlington said. “No matter how 
much the coaches harangued and 
said: ‘Look, Arizona State is a better 
football team (than the previous sea- 
son). We’re going to play them 
down there. And they’re upset, espe- 


Coaches say freshman Erwin 
Swiney, who has only played 
football for three years, is the 
Huskers’ second-best corner. 


cially because of what they per- 
ceived as running up the score.’ ” 

The situation was similar this sea- 
son prior to the Missouri game. Even 
though the coaches warned the team 
that the Tigers were much 
improved, intensity in practice 
wasn’t the same as it had been for, 
say, the Washington game. “Human 
nature is human nature,” Darlington 
said. “One of the problems I think 
we had as a team at Missouri was, 
the guys presently playing, and cer- 
tainly the young ones, never knew 
Missouri to be anything but a team 
you play hard for two-and-a-half 
quarters and then you go over to the 
sideline and sign autographs. Plus, 
we had not played down at Missouri 
for three years. 

“Despite the yelling and threaten- 
ing and telling them ‘you're going to 


be in for a game,’ and Coach (Tom) 
Osborne telling them it’s going to go 
to the wire, it still kind of went over 
their heads . . . many of the players. 
Then, all of a sudden, we don’t make 
a few plays; we have an adjustment 
problem, and the next thing you 
know, we're in for a dogfight, which 
everybody knows we very well 
could have lost.” 

The mistakes in the Missouri 
game were tempered to some degree 
with big plays. In addition to 
Swiney’s crucial tackle, Walker, 
another of the true freshmen, inter- 
cepted a Jones pass on a third-and- 
14 at the Cornhusker 39-yard line, 
with the score tied at 31 and 7:33 
remaining in regulation. 

“There were younger guys who, 
quite honestly, played well in the 
game,” Darlington said. 


Mike Brown, like Ralph Brown, 
has had to grow up quickly, not only 
because of his position switch but 
also because of the responsibilities 
placed on the rover back, or strong 
safety. 

Rover is to the defense what the 
quarterback is to the offense. It 
requires the football intelligence to 
make quick decisions and get the 
secondary lined up properly. It 
requires the speed to cover fleet 
receivers. And it requires the aggres- 
siveness to come up and make tack- 
les in run support. 

Mike Brown led the team in tack- 
les this year. He’s among the surest 
tacklers on the team. “He’s kind of 
the same guy this year that Mike 
Minter was for years back there,” 
said Darlington. “He’s the same guy 
that Tyrone Byrd was, that Scott 


Strasburger and Bill Weber were at 
another position.” 

Warfield is the only defensive 
back on the first two units who will 
complete his eligibility in the Orange 
Bowl game against Tennessee. And 
redshirt freshman Clint Finley has 
alternated at free safety after recov- 
ering from a dislocated elbow suf- 
fered in the second-to-last preseason 
scrimmage. 

Finley was recruited as a quarter- 
back out of Cuero, Texas, where his 
high school coach was his dad. He 
has adapted well to the secondary, 
earning a reputation as one of the 
team’s hardest hitters. “He’s done 
some good things for us,” 
Darlington said. “We've basically 
been able to use our two-safety rota- 
tion, just like we did with Tony 
Veland and Eric Stokes and last sea- 


son with Stokes and Eric Warfield.” 

With highly regarded freshman 
Dion Booker sitting out the season as 
a redshirt and the large number of 
defensive backs returning, there is 
reason for optimism about the sec- 
ondary. 

An athlete’s development isn’t a 
straight line, according to 
Darlington. Rather, it’s a series of 
peaks and valleys. The young defen- 
sive backs will have good games and 
not-so-good games. 

After 12 games, even the fresh- 
men can’t be regarded as inexperi- 
enced. 

That’s the good news. The bad 
news is, they can’t afford to play that 
way in the Orange Bowl game — not 
against Tennessee’s Peyton 
Manning. The stiffest test of their 
young careers awaits. 
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usker fans everywhere are 
excited about the possibil- 
ity of Nebraska 
winning another 
national champi- 
onship. So am I. 

The worst-case 
scenario is that 
Nebraska _ will 
share the title with 
Michigan. The best-case sce- 
nario is that Washington 
State’s Ryan Leaf will 
direct a passing attack that 
will wake up college foot- 
ball fans to the fact that he 
currently is the best quarterback in 
the nation. 

Leaf has the most impressive stats 
of any quarterback in the country. 
Nevertheless, most sportswriters 
seemed to be more interested in 
Tennessee’s Peyton Manning — Leaf 
never got the publicity that Manning 
did. 

But in my opinion, Leaf was the 
No. 1 passing quarterback. 

As a Heisman Trophy winner, I 
get to vote each year. But my vote 
already will have been cast and the 
Heisman Trophy will be awarded 
when Manning has the chance to 
strut his stuff against Nebraska 
defenders Grant Wistrom and Jason 
Peter. Wistrom and Peter must play 
their best game of the season to 
ensure a Husker victory. For 
Nebraska to win the game, the 
Blackshirts need to turn the heat up 
on Manning. 

In the 1970s, when we won two 
national championships, our big 
claim to fame was that our defensive 
line was so dominant that we gave 
every quarterback nightmares, even 
when he simply was looking at film 
in preparation for the game against 
Nebraska. We didn’t have the great- 
est secondary in the nation, but we 
did have a great pass rush. With 
players like Larry Jacobson, Richie 
Glover, John Dutton, Willie Harper 
and John “Spider” Adkins putting 
on the heat, it often got hot for 
opposing quarterbacks — even in 
November. 

The current group of Nebraska 
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RODGERS (ing play-action passes. 


Can Orange Victory 
Bring Heisman Home? 


A big victory over Tennessee could help push Ahman Green — or even 


Bobby Newcombe — to the top of next year’s Heisman list 


defensive linemen — Wistrom, 
Peter, Jason Wiltz, Chad Kelsay and 
Mike Rucker — have to 


apply equally relentless pres- 
sure on Manning. 

At the same time, they 
Seep always have to be under con- 
trol. The Huskers seem to 
have trouble with quarter- 
backs who don’t stay in the 
pocket, waiting to be slaugh- 
tered. The Blackshirts are 
going to have to anticipate 
Manning rolling out a lot and hit- 


The Nebraska secondary is 
going to give a clinic on tackling 
receivers after they catch the ball. 
Manning just manages to get the ball 
to his receivers on short passes, and 
they then turn the plays into big 
gains. If the Nebraska defensive 
backs can keep those receivers in 
front of them and make sure tackles, 
the Huskers will 
dominate. 

Going for the 
national champi- 
onship in the 
Orange Bowl 
game, there is no 
way that the 
Husker offense is 
going to be shut 
down. Scott Frost 
picked apart 
Texas A&M at 
the line of scrim- 
mage. 

No matter 
where the Aggies 
lined up or what 
defensive forma- 
tion they chose, 
Frost recognized 
the weaknesses 
and was able to 
call plays at the 
line of scrimmage that hurt A&M on 
each series. 

Frost is the best quarterback in 
the Big 12, and possibly the country. 
How valuable is a quarterback who 
runs and passes for more than 1,000 
yards? Really valuable. 

Freshman receiver/kick returner 
Bobby Newcombe also has to play a 


Jon Waller 


key role in the Orange Bowl. Tom 
Osborne sometimes has a tendency 
to wait until he needs certain players 
before he calls their plays. Nebraska 
is going to need Newcombe all game 
long on offense. He’s got to have a 
green light on punt returns to follow 
his instincts instead of following the 
wall. He must learn from an old pro 
that you must be trying to score 
every time you touch the ball, 
because if you come up short, you 
won't be getting it again. 

I can’t say enough about Ahman 
Green. If he were playing for any 
other team in the country, he would 
have been the front-runner for the 
Heisman Trophy. 

Newcombe is the only person 


Bobby Newcombe should be a 
major player in the Orange 
Bowl, and could emerge as a 
Heisman candidate — in 1998. 


with a shot at beating out Green for 
the Heisman next year — and Frost 
should have been the only one close 
to him this year. 

Let everybody in the country 
know that on Jan. 2, 1998, in the 
FedEx Orange Bowl, the Nebraska 
Cornhuskers will win another 
national championship. Go Huskers. 
We're No. 1. 


et ‘em up for the annual 
bowling trip, a trip that 
can take a team in 
20 different direc- 
tions and lead that 
team to such places 


as Las Vegas, 
Honolulu, 
Pasadena and 


Miami — and, if a team is 
lucky, it can go to such idyllic 
havens as Shreveport, La., 


Huskers Must Bowl 


Over Manning 


It’s not hyper-“bowl” — winning the Orange Bowl might lead 
to national championship No. 5 


didn’t sit very well with any of us. 
We were 6-4 each of those seasons, 
which today would have 
been good for at least five 
different bowl games. But 
that was yesterday, and 
yesterday is for memories. 
In my senior season, we 
got back on track and were 
co-champions — along 
with Missouri — of the Big 
Eight. The Tigers beat us 


Memphis, Tenn., Pontiac, By that year, 17-7, and on that 
Mich., ... and Boise. ADRIAN basis, they got the bid to the 
Boise? As in Idaho? Yes, FIALA Orange Bowl (where they lost 


home of the Humanitarian 
Bowl. 

Idaho is a beautiful state, but I’m 
not sure it’s where I’d want to play a 


football game on Dec. 29 at 2:30 University of Tennessee 


p-m., although that time slot 
may be the warmest time of the 
day. 

That’s probably where they 
get the name for the bowl, 
Humanitarian. 

The Virginia Slims advertise- 
ment (didn’t Virginia Slims 
have a bowl game once?) used 
to say: “You’ve come a long 
way, baby!” That observation 
seems entirely appropriate for 
the bow] picture. 

The bowl games not only 
have come a long way, but fans 
may have to go a long way to 
get to them. From the frozen 
dome in Pontiac, Mich., for the 
Ford Motor City Bowl, to the 
sunny, tropical beaches of 
Hawaii for the Aloha Bowl, bowl 
games abound. 

Bowl names have become a hoot, 
ever since corporate sponsorship got 
involved. We now have the 
Insight.com Bowl, the Builders 
Square Alamo Bowl, the St. Jude 
Liberty Bowl and, my favorite, the 
Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl. 

I haven’t seen a Peach Bowl 
watch, but I’d bet that on the hour, it 
crows the time. 

There were a couple of years in 
my career where a Chick-Fil-A Peach 
Bowl watch would have been most 
welcome. A couple of years we 
didn’t go to a bowl game, and that 


to Penn State, 10-3), and we got 
the Sun Bowl bid, turning Georgia’s 
lights out, 45-6. That Sun Bowl win 
was the first of 28 consecutive bowl 


To beat Tennessee and earn a 
shot at a national championship, 
the Huskers need to physically 
punish Peyton Manning. 


game appearances for Nebraska, a 
streak that continues today. 

Bowl game No. 29 for the 
Huskers, the Federal Express Orange 
Bowl on Jan. 2, 1998, may have a 
familiar ring to it. The Orange Bowl 
will provide Nebraska another 
national title chance, the eighth time 
in 11 bowl games in which Nebraska 
has had a shot at winning a national 
championship. 

For it to happen, a Cougar has to 
maul a Wolverine — perhaps a one- 


point win would do — and a Husker 
has to muster a Volunteer with 
maybe a salute of 21 points or more. 

For Husker hopefuls, that’s what 
it really comes down to: No. 8 
Washington State must beat No. 1 
Michigan, and No. 2 Nebraska must 
beat No. 3 Tennessee. That's the 
surefire scenario for national cham- 
pionship No. 5. 

However, I offer this outrageous 
set of circumstances. When all is said 
and done on Jan. 1 at Pasadena, let’s 
say that Michigan has just snatched 
victory from the arms of defeat by 
beating Washington State the same 
way Nebraska beat Missouri — 
miraculous reception, divine inter- 
vention ... whatever. 

Game tied, Michigan wins 
in overtime. Then, on Jan. 2 in 
Miami, Nebraska shreds No. 3 
Tennessee with, say, a 42- 
point win. 

It’s the same script as 
“Judgment Day I,” the week- 
end of Nov. 8, 1997, except 
that the results happen to be 
reversed. Fully outrageous 
and excessive speculation on 
my part, but hey, it could hap- 
pen. If it does, the voters truly 
will test the “goose and gan- 
der” theory. 


Finally, what about 
Nebraska and Tennessee? 
Seriously. 


The Huskers have a lot of 
momentum going into this 
game. Offensive “mo” has 
been around most of the season. 
Defensive “mo” has been sporadic. If 
the Blackshirts can turn it up on 
Tennessee quarterback Peyton 
Manning, pressure him, sack him, 
knock him down and not let him 
build any confidence early, I think 
they can dominate like they did 
against Texas A&M. It'll be a tough 
test. Manning is a great quarterback. 
He’s the all-time leading passer in 
the Southeastern Conference, with 
over 11,000 yards passing, 89 touch- 
down passes and a 62.5 percent com- 
pletion rate. It will be a great chal- 
lenge to see if the Blackshirts can put 
Peyton in his place. 
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Tough at home, 
Nee’s squad 
seeks 
improvement 
away from the 
Devaney Center 
By Steve Sipple 


n the Road” was a good 
title for Jack Kerouac’s 
novel about 1950s 
“Beats.” But it wouldn’t 
work well for a brochure 
designed to sell the 
Nebraska _ basketball 
team to the NCAA 
Tournament Selection 
Committee. 

It certainly wouldn’t have been an 
appropriate theme last season, any- 
way. The Cornhuskers had serious 
problems on the road, winning only 
four of their 13 games, including two 
in the NIT. 

They were even bigger home- 
bodies in the Big 12, going 1-7 on the 
road. Nebraska head coach Danny 
Nee said he is hoping 
the problem doesn’t 
resurface this season. 
But the early signs 
haven't been good. 
After a 5-0 start, which 
included a solid victo- 
ry against Colorado 
State at the Devaney 
Sports Center, 
Nebraska dropped its first road 
game, losing at Tulsa, 85-68. 

Nee said it wasn’t just the loss 
that concerned him. It was the man- 
ner in which the loss occurred. The 
Cornhuskers squandered a 14-point 
first-half lead. “We kind of hit the 
wall,” Nee said, recalling the game 
as his team prepared for important 
road games against Creighton and 
Minnesota. “The 14-point lead evap- 
orated to six, and then the second 
half, the first 10 minutes, we were 
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just in a funk.” 

The second half was a disaster 
from Nebraska’s point of view. The 
Cornhuskers had 14 turnovers after 
the intermission (and 24 for the 
whole game), and they made only 6- 
of-30 shots from the field. The math 
is pretty easy. They hit an even 20 
percent of their field goals — not a 
winning number. 

Even junior point guard 
Tyronn Lue couldn't 
avoid the shooting freeze. 
He struggled in the two 
games leading up to the 
trip to Tulsa as well, going 
13-of-50 during the three- 
game stretch, prompting 
Nee to that Lue is 
“putting a lot of pressure on him- 
self.” 

“We have to get that pressure off 
and help him.” 

Nebraska rebounded from the 
road trip with a pair of lopsided vic- 
tories in the Ameritas Classic, 
defeating North Carolina- 
Wilmington, 85-68, and Grambling, 
85-48. 

The Cornhuskers played their 
best game of the early season 
against North Carolina-Wilmington, 


Nebraska is hoping it can steal 
a couple of wins on the road 

this season — a feat that 

the Huskers were hard-pressed 
to do in 1996, 

breaking out of the shooting slump 
by hitting 34-of-47 shots from the 
field 

Their 72.3 percent field goal 
shooting was the second-highest in 
school history. (The best was 75 per- 
cent in a 96-67 victory against the 
University of Nebraska-Omaha on 
Jan. 25, 1988.) They also made 7-of-9 
from three-point range, which 
would have been a single-game 
record if not for a 10-shot minimum 
on shots for statistical consideration. 

Lue made 12-of-13 shots from the 
field and scored 27 points. 

“T thought we made a statement 
against Wilmington,” Nee said. “I 
thought we played our most com- 
plete game of the year. I thought we 
came back on Saturday night and 
played solid.” 

Nebraska’s defense stole the 
show against Grambling, which shot 
only 24.3 percent from the field, the 
second-lowest percentage in 
Devaney Sports Center history. 

However, the quality of competi- 
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tion in the Ameritas Classic has to be 
factored in. The Cornhuskers now 
have won 20 consecutive games and 
the last 10 titles in the annual tourna- 
ment. 

Nebraska almost always has been 
able to hold its own at home, any- 
way. The key to success is playing 
well on the road. That’s why the 
games at Creighton and Minnesota 
will be so important. 

“T really feel in the Sagarin (com- 
puter) ratings, you have to play 
quality games like that on the road, 
to get the ratings to where you want 
to position yourself ... absolutely,” 
Nee said. “We're concerned about 
road games. Playing on the road, for 
us, is difficult. We have to play bet- 
ter on the road. If we’re going to 
have a good year, we have to learn 
how to win on the road. 

“Winning on the road in college 
basketball, for Nebraska especially, 
has been very difficult.” 

If the Cornhuskers can’t find a 
way to rectify their road problems, 
“you guys [the media] are going to 
be writing (that) we’re going to the 
NIT ... or no tournament at all,” Nee 
said. & 
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THE ULTIMATE 
HUSKER HOTLINE 


ine 2 Daily Practica Reports 
Check out what happened in practice with our updates, This 
is the only way to get the inside scoop daily, unless you're at 
the practice. 
line2 Orang Bowl & 
If you want more than the score and can't wait for the maga- 
zine, call and get early results, Find out who scored the big 
plays and what decided the game. On-line within two hours 
of the end of the game. 

IG Lyme) Raeamnitins 
Lind 3 Footbal] Reemiting 
Twice a week we explore who the Huskers are 
chasing and break down the needs by position. 
With signing day only two months away, it’s time to start 
getting the facts, This line will begin daily updates on Jan. 5. 


DAILY RECRUITING 
UPDATES BEGIN JAN. 5th 


Lina & GFoops Updates 
Game recaps within two hours of the end of each game, 
home and away. 


JA SERVICE Of aH 


REMILLUSTRATED 


YOUR BEST 
SOURCE FOR 


RECRUITING 


UPDATES 


Each prompt is updated 
by 9 p.m. (CST) unless noted 


FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE CALL 
1-800-397-3715 


$2.00 for the first minute * $1.00 for each minute thereafter 
Callers under 18 must have parents’ permission 
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CITY: STATE: ZiP: BS 
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When THEY WERE 
"THE BUGEATERS. first national bank 


of omaha 


UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA” 
CALENDARS & STATIONERY PRODUCTS 


Ordered By 

Name 

Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: 
Phone Number 


Required on ALL, Credit Card Orders 


: 5 Ship To (Complete vf ditterent than Ontered Ny 1 
Sars eaten hip Te (Complete ditterer than Ordered Nh 


PRE wereminney or wcmnnnce Ba 


Name: 
Address: 
City _ State: Zip Code: 


Method of Pay 
Check or Money 
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wer Visa LW Mastercard 


CREDIT CARD INFORMATION 


Tit Mantereand ae 


Moddestu, CA 95 
(ad ent ‘ 5 Tepito Da 


1. School Desk Calendar $9.95 3. Notepad & Pen Set $6.95 
+ A 12 Month 17" x ‘eam Desk Calendar * Two 50 Sheet Notepads 
* Printed in School Colors * One School Pen 

4. Note Cube $6.95 


ANS, ho . atin * Cube Dimensions: 3.5" W x 3.5" Dx 3.5" H 
All Sports" College Wall Calendar $11.95 * School Lugo is Dixplayed on all 4 Sides 


12 Month 12° x 12" School Wall Calendar plus a * Contains 700 Sheets 
4-Month Bonus Page September through December 1997 5 want Git 

* Different ACTION PHOTOS on each Month > *All Sports 
+ General Athletic & University Information + One 


JOMN TORN CO Tina 


! 
l 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
I 
I 
I 
l 
l 
! 
! 
! 
l 
a I 
1 

! 

! 

1 

! 

! 

! 

I 

7 


cr__| ams | areas | cine Stead Hine _| Tit 


MI RCTANDISE TOTAL 


Ups [Pike 


Wall Calendar with Action Photos 
Sheet School Notepad 


SPRING HANDING 
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+ Sports Schedules * One School Pen 


AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


‘O ORDER CALL TOLL FREE (800) 337-57. ‘Ask About our Starting Line-Up 
Order by Fax (209) 524-0732 of NFL Team Calendars and Stationery Items! 


ill Byrne wore a proud 
smile after watching the 
Nebraska women’s bas- 
ketball team upset 
Western Kentucky in 
the semifinals of the 
Preseason Women’s 
National Invitational 
Tournament at Storrs, 


Conn. 

The smile was similar to that of a 
father who had just watched his son 
smack a game-winning home run. 

“That’s why I hired him,” Byrne 


said, referring to first-year 
Cornhusker head coach Paul 
Sanderford. 


The Nebraska athletic director 
brought the 47-year-old Sanderford 
aboard in June to 
take the Nebraska 
program to another 
level, and here 
Sanderford was in 
late November, just | 
three games into his 
first season, reeling 
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in his second straight victory against 
a top-20 team, a feat never before 
accomplished in the 23-year history 
of the program. 

Nebraska’s first victim was then- 
No. 11 Alabama, which fell, 74-66, at 
the Bob Devaney Sports Center in 
Lincoln, Neb. The victory set up a 
WNIT semifinal meeting in Storrs — 
the home of the University of 
Connecticut — against Western 
Kentucky, the program Sanderford 
had spent the previous 15 seasons 
building into a national power. 

Sanderford had to put his emo- 
tions aside. He recruited every one 
of the Lady Toppers’ players. He 
groomed their current head coach, 
Steve Small. Sanderford knew, more 
than anybody, what Nebraska 
was up against. 

The Cornhuskers, using 
their trademark scrappy 
defense to hold Western 
Kentucky to a 35.2-percent 
field-goal shooting percentage, 
prevailed, 84-70. 


Women’s ity gs 
team Zanism" 
highest ¥eiiines 
in Siow) 3 
histofJ@yaul 
pair Giipsets: 
oF iyo toy 2 


juss — 
PAW AND ANA Ac cA 
Wester 
KCTS) 


Jon Waller 

Nebraska lost an 81-71 decision to 
No. 6 Connecticut the next night in 
the championship game, but Byrne 
still could smile. The Cornhuskers’ 
gritty WNIT performances propelled 
them into an area into which they 
have seldom ventured over the 
years: Into the national rankings, if 
not the nation’s consciousness. 

“T told you last June when I took 
this job that people were going to 
look at Nebraska women’s basket- 
ball in a new light, that they were 
going to look at the scores and say, 
‘Hey, wonder how Paul’s doing at 
Nebraska?’ ” Sanderford said. “Well, 
hey, I think we woke them up pretty 
quickly.” 

As of Dec. 1, after its 6-1 start, 
Nebraska had moved to No. 12 in 
the Associated Press Top 25, the 
highest ranking in the history of the 


Nebraska’s in-your-face, 
full-court defense has rattled 
some of the best teams in the 
country this season. 


1997-98 
WOMEN’S HOOP 
SCHEDULE/RESULTS 


Overall Record: 
Conference Recot 


Slavyanka (Exhib) W, 83-78 
Victoria All-Stars (Exhib) L, 67-82 
Women’s NIT 

vs, Miami (Ohio) 

vs. Alabama 

vs. Western Kentucky 
vs. Connecticut 
Creighton 

CableVision Classic 

vs. Stetson 

vs, Kentucky 

Bradley 

Copper Bowl Classic 

@ Wisconsin-Green Bay 
@ Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
Wyoming 

Northern Illinois 

Kansas State 

@ Colorado 

@ Kansas (Fox) 

Texas A&M 

@ Kansas State 

@ Baylor 

Texas 

Oklahoma State (Fox) 
Missouri 

@ lowa State 

Kansas 

@ Oklahoma 

@ Missouri 

Colorado (Fox) 

@ Texas Tech 

lowa State 

Big 12 Tournament 
Kansas City, Mo, 


W, 88-54 
W, 74-66 
W, 84-70 

L, 7181 
W, 80-59 


W, 82-42 
W, 68-59 
7:05 p.m, 


7 p.m. 
7 p.m. 
7:05 p.m. 
7:05 p.m. 
2:05 p.m. 
8p.m. 
1p.m. 
7:05 p.m. 
7 p.m. 
7p.m. 
7:05 p.m. 
1 p.m. 
7:05 p.m. 
7p.m. 
7:05 p.m. 
2p.m. 
7p.m. 
3pm. 
7p.m. 


women’s program, They soared as 
high as No. 15 in 1992-93, when they 
finished 23-8 after earning the pro- 
gram’s only NCAA Tournament vic- 
tory. 

“My own opinion is we’re not 
that good,” Sanderford said. “But 
the kids earned their way into the 
top 25, and as long as they keep win- 
ning, they deserve it. 

“We've certainly done it on the 
floor — we didn’t get the ranking as 
a gift from anyone. The players have 
done it by going out against quality 
teams and getting the job done.” 

If nothing else, Nebraska’s 
impressive start gives instant credi- 
bility to the new Cornhusker coach, 
although Sanderford’s record at 
Western Kentucky speaks for itself. 
He led the Lady Toppers to 12 
NCAA Tournaments and three 
NCAA Final Four appearances, 
including the 1992 title game. 

Still, to many, it seemed far- 
fetched when Sanderford, upon tak- 
ing the Nebraska job, immediately 
started talking about eventually win- 
ning the national championship. 
Even with its climb up the national 
rankings, the 1997-98 Cornhuskers 
would have to be considered 


extreme longshots to reach the Final 
Four. 

Then again, nobody expected 
them to rise so high so quickly, so 
maybe a title somewhere down the 
road wasn’t such a pipe dream after 
all. 

If nothing else, Nebraska’s strong 
start got people’s attention in a state 
in which football dominates the 
sports conscience. Sanderford has 
said he wants to make it socially 
acceptable in Lincoln to attend a 
women’s basketball game. He said 
he eventually wants to sell out the 
14,000-plus seats at the Bob Devaney 
Sports Center. Suddenly, such aspi- 
rations seem realistic, although 
Sanderford has a lot of ground left to 
cover, Through five home games, 
the Huskers’ average attendance 
was 2,011. 

The general feeling among his 
players is Sanderford has injected 
enthusiasm and confidence into a 
program that already was on the rise 
under his predecessor, Angela Beck, 
who left after 11 seasons to become 
head coach and assistant general 
manager of the San Jose Lasers of the 
American Basketball League. 

Nebraska guard Brooke Schwartz 
said Sanderford makes the players 
feel as if they can beat any team. 

“If you put us up against the 
Chicago Bulls, we would think we 
could give them a game,” Schwartz 
said. 

Sanderford said as far back as 
August that he was impressed with 
the work ethic of the Nebraska play- 
ers, and the Cornhuskers’ early-sea- 
son success can be traced to an 
application of old-fashioned elbow 
grease. 

Nebraska’s enthusiasm and hard 
work manifest themselves in the 
Cornhuskers’ in-your-face, full-court 
defense that tends to throw teams 
entirely out of kilter. 

Alabama had 34 turnovers, 


Western Kentucky had 20, 
Connecticut 22, Kentucky 25, 
Creighton 31, 


Through seven games, Nebraska 
opponents were making only 35.6 
percent of their field-goal attempts, 
while the Cornhuskers were shoot- 
ing at a 43.3 clip. 

Whether Nebraska is still around 
in mid-March, wreaking havoc on 
teams with its tenacity and grit, 
remains to be seen. Sanderford often 
tells people they will forget every- 
thing that happened in November if 
the Cornhuskers can win in March, 
when much more is at stake. He has 
a point. 


JOIN THE OFFICIAL 
1997 UNIVERSITY 
OF NEBRASKA 
ALLIANCE BoWL Tour 
HosTED BY 
THE NEBRASKA 


ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 


A TOUR LIKE NO 
OTHER! 


* Celebrity Hosts Johnny 
Rodgers & Tommie 
Frazier 
* "Salute to Nebraska” 
Variety Show 
* Student Art Exhibit 
* New Year's Eve Gala 
* Husker Pride Pep 
Concert 
* Pre-Game Tailgate 
Party 


CALL 
1-888-353-ALUM 
TODAY TO MAKE 
RESERVATIONS! 


ALUMNI. 
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THE NEBRASKA FOUR PACK 


Get it while supplies last. 


Four men’s Big 12 home games per pack. Two Four Packs to choose from. Your choice of upper 
level, or floor seats. All for two very low prices. Kind of makes you thirsty, doesn’t it? 
For packages, call 1-800-8 BIG RED 


1| *COLORADO «IOWA ST. 2 *OKLAHOMA ¢ KANSAS 
«MISSOURI *KANSAS ST. *BAYLOR *TEXAS TECH 
Upper Bench Seat-$28 Upper Bench Seat-$28 

Floor Seat-$52 Floor Seats sold out 


Nebrasketball. 


GIVE !T A SHOT 


It’s these qualities that have kept us strong and vital. 
And in business for 100 years. Whether it’s through 
providing affordable life insurance protection for our 
policyholders, or supporting our midget football 
teams, we're dedicated to the principles of hard work, 
determination and commitment. Just like the Huskers. 


Security Mutual Life. Celebrating a Century of Security. 


200 Centennial Mall North 
402/434-9500 


You Don't Have To Be An 
All-Star Player To Have An 
All-Star Game Plan. 


You don't have to be wealthy or investment-savvy to practice financial planning 


that can make your money grow and help assure a secure future. 


With the help of the investment professionals at Kirkpatrick Pettis, you 


can develop a sound, satisfying financial game plan, even with modest resources. 


Kirkpatrick Pettis offers a full range of practical produc 
and services that can be tailored to fit your means and objectives. 


Put the professionals in your line-up. Call Kirkpatrick Pettis today. 


‘A Mutual of Omaha Company 


Kirkpatrick Pettis « Home oFF ice: 10250 REGENCY CIRCLE, SUITE 200 * OMAHA, NE 68114 = 402-397-5777 


Member Securities Investor Protection Corporation 
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ut of all the teams in 
college football, the 
Nebraska Cornhuskers 
have arguably the best 
system for locat- 
ing talent. 

The Huskers 
may not recruit in 
the conventional 
way, and may not always 
recruit those athletes being pur- 
sued by most other schools, but 
they always seem to locate 
players who can become 
productive performers for By 
them in Lincoln. JAMES 

With just over 20 schol- HALE 
arships to give this year, Nebraska 
usually is one of the top teams in the 
country, in recruiting as well as on 
the playing field. 

The Huskers are ranked sec- 
ond in the nation in both the 
Associated Press poll and the 
ESPN/USA Today coaches’ 
poll, and they also are among 
the national leaders in the 
number of early commitments. 

Heading into the all-impor- 
tant visitation period, the 
Cornhuskers already have ver- 
bal commitments from 10 play- 
ers. 

Verbal commitments are ff 
non-binding. Players can’t sign 
a national letter-of-intent until 
national signing day, on Feb. 4. 

The most recent additions to 
the list of players who have 
committed to Nebraska are 
offensive lineman Wes Cody 
(6-foot-3, 265 pounds, 5.0 in the 
40-yard dash) of Fremont 
(Burgan), Neb., running 
back/defensive back Michael 
Demps (6-0, 195, 4.3) of Fort 
Worth (Dunbar), Texas, and defen- 
sive end Justin Smith (6-4, 230, 4.69) 
of Sherman, Texas. 

The recent additions to the 
Cornhuskers’ class leave Nebraska 
with a group strong on running 
backs, linemen and tight ends. 

The other Husker commitments 
are tight end John Bowling (6-3, 215, 
4.8) of Lincoln (Southeast), Neb., 
running back Dahrran Diedrick (6- 


NU Gets Fast Start 
On Holiday Shopping 


Early commitments continue to roll in as Nebraska recruiting success 


matches Cornhuskers’ performance on field 


1, 210, 4.4) of Scarborough, Canada, 
tight end Aaron Golliday (6-5, 235, 
4.9) of York, Neb., defensive 
back/running back DeAntae Grixby 
(5-10, 190, 4.4) of Omaha 
(Central), Neb., defensive 
end Chris Kelsay (6-5, 
225, 4.6) of Auburn, Neb., 
offensive lineman Nate 
Kolterman (6-4, 300, 5.3) 
of Seward, Neb., and 
defensive lineman Jeremy 
Slechta (6-5, 255, 5.0) of 
Papillion (LaVista), Neb. 
The Cornhuskers have a history 
of taking offensive linemen from 
small Nebraska high schools and 
turning them into college All- 
America selections. Cody has the 
size and natural ability to be an 
excellent offensive lineman in the 


DeAntae Grixby is a running 
back for the same high school 
that produced Ahman Green and 
Gale Sayers, but is expected to 
play cornerback for the Huskers. 


future, and he said he loves the 
weightroom and was just waiting for 
the Huskers to offer a scholarship. 
“Back in the summer, Nebraska 
told me to be patient, that they prob- 


ably would be back to get me before 
Christmas, which is exactly what 
happened,” Cody said. “I was work- 
ing to set visits at two to three other 
schools when Coach (Tom) Osborne 
finally called and said that he was 
offering me a scholarship. It was one 
of the proudest moments of my life, 
and I can’t wait to put on that uni- 
form.” 

Kansas State, Wyoming, Kansas 
and New Mexico State were the dis- 
appointed losers in the Cody recruit- 
ing sweepstakes. 

In Demps, the Cornhuskers once 
again are recruiting an athlete who 
was overlooked by many of the 
recruiting services but is blessed 
with outstanding speed. Demps is 
just shy of 200 pounds, and his 4.37 
time in the 40-yard dash was mea- 


sured after the season ended. 

In fact, he’s one of the top sprint- 
ers in Texas, clocking a 10.2 in the 
100-meter dash and a member of the 
Class 5A state relay team. 

Demps went unnoticed at Dunbar 
this past season, in large part to the 
fact that he had to share the running 
back duties with the more-heralded 
Willie Miles (5-11, 164, 4.35). Miles 
is a preseason All-America honoree 
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as a defensive back and running 
back who is ranked by many among 
the top 30 players in Texas. It was 
Miles who drew most of the recruit- 
ing attention. 

However, Demps finished the 
season with 1,346 yards in 1997 and 
had roughly 2,400 yards and 31 
touchdowns for his career. By the 
end of the year, it was Demps who 
was the main man in the Dunbar 
backfield. 


NEBRASKA 


PLAYER 


COMMITMENTS 


HIGH SCHOOL 

Lincoln (Southeast), Neb 
Fremont (Burgan), Neb 
Fort Worth (Dunbar), Texas 
Scarborough, Canada 
York, Neb 

Omaha (Central), Neb 
Auburn, Neb 
Seward, Neb 
Sherman, Texas 


POS HT WT. 40 


John Bowling 6- 215 8 
Wes Cody 6- 265 0 
3 
4 


Michael Demps : 195 

Dahrnan Diedrick : 210 

Aaron Golliday G 235 9 
DeAntae Grixby - 190 4 
Chris Kelsay : 225 6 
Nate Kolterman E 300 3 
Justin Smith G- 230 69 


“Michael is a tremendous football 
player that really didn’t get as many 
carries as he really needed in our 
backfield,” Dunbar football head 
coach Bob Jones said. “Willie is a 
great football player, too, and I 
admit he was the guy who got most 
of the carries early in the season. 

“However, as the season went on, 
I have to be honest, Michael is the 
guy we really wanted to give the ball 
(to) more. He’s a great football play- 
er who could be a running back, out- 
side linebacker or safety at 
Nebraska. I could even see him line 
up at wide receiver. He also deep- 
snapped for us, played linebacker 
and never came off the field on spe- 
cial teams.” 

Jones said that Demps’ character 
is even more impressive than his 
playing ability. 

“One thing I can guarantee is that 
Nebraska will sign a very talented 
player, but an even more talented 
person,” Jones said. “Michael is 
beyond a great kid. He is a super 
young man, and I will miss him as 
much as any player that I have ever 
coached, Just a tremendous student, 
who also helps out in the communi- 
ty, who always works with younger 
kids. Nebraska did the right thing 
offering (a scholarship to) Michael, 
and I think they will probably wind 
up getting Willie, too, giving them 
the ‘Dunbar Twins’ before it’s all 
over.” 

Miles, who is being recruited as a 
cornerback, already has visited 
Texas A&M, and has visits set to 
Michigan, Colorado, Nebraska and 
Tennessee. Miles said he liked his 
visit to A&M, but said he is keeping 
an open mind. 

“Texas A&M is a real good foot- 
ball program, and a great universi- 
ty," Miles said. “However, Nebraska 
has those same qualities, and I like 
the fact that Michael already is going 


Recruits Aaron Golliday (right) 
and John Bowling should add to 
the Nebraska tradition of 
athletic tight ends who excel as 
blockers and pass-receivers. 
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Jeremy, Slechita 6-5 255 0 


there. I want to take all my visits, 
and don’t want to close my mind to 
anything, but I can’t wait until I see 
Nebraska for myself.” 

However, a recruit who visited 
A&M on the same weekend as Miles 
said he got the impression Miles was 
losing interest in Nebraska, and 
leaning heavily toward joining the 
Aggies next season. 

The Cornhuskers already have 
hosted two outstanding athletes 
from unusual places. Diedrick visit- 
ed Lincoln in September, and has 
been committed for some time. 
Linebacker/running back Brandon 
Drum (6-2, 200, 4.5) of Anchorage, 
Alaska, visited Nebraska in late 
November, and said he has his 


choices narrowed down to 
Nebraska, Washington and 
Colorado, 


Drum made a name for himself at 
the Washington camp, perhaps giv- 
ing the Huskies a slight advantage. 

At quarterback, the Cornhuskers 
are very much in the hunt for the top 
two run/pass quarterbacks in the 
country, Arnaz Battle (6-3, 197, 4.46) 
of Shreveport (Byrd), La., is ranked 
by many as the premier run/pass 
quarterback in the country, and has 


Papillion (Lavista), Neb 


been offered a scholarship by many 
of the top teams in the country. 
Battle said that Notre Dame is the 
slight leader, and he said he will 
visit the Irish first, after which he 
will visit Nebraska, Georgia, 
Oklahoma and Tennessee. 

“T do like Notre Dame just a little 
bit more at the moment, but not 
enough to keep me from taking all 
my visits,” Battle said. “In fact, I 
want to take all my visits, and I’ve 
had them set up for some time. Out 
of all the schools I am visiting, 
Nebraska’s offense is best-suited for 
me. My talents fit into what they do 
best, and I am well aware of that.” 

The Cornhuskers are not as likely 
to land Chip Ambres (6-0, 175, 4.4) 
of Beaumont (Westbrook), Texas. 

Ambres has yet to set visits as 
Westbrook still is in the Texas state 
playoffs, but he said he is leaning 
toward Oklahoma, with Texas A&M, 
Texas, Houston, Tulane and 
Nebraska on his list. 

Joining Battle on the Huskers’ 
first major recruiting weekend is 
linebacker Robert Thomas (6-3, 225, 
4.6) of San Diego (Imperial), Calif. 

Thomas, the younger brother of 
former University of Texas (and 
Chicago Bears and San Diego 
Chargers) offensive lineman Stan 
Thomas, is considered by many to be 
one of the top 20 players in America, 
and appears to have no clear leader 
among Notre Dame, Nebraska, 
Florida State, Michigan, USC and 
possibly UCLA. 

DeJuan Groce (5-10, 180, 4.4) of 
Lakewood (St.Edward), Ohio, is a 
top-flight defensive back who 
already has been to Michigan State 
and is looking at Nebraska, along 
with Indiana, Wisconsin and 
Syracuse. 

Standout linebacker Aaron 
Kampman (6-4, 235, 4.65) of 
Applington (Parkersburg), Iowa, also 
has scheduled a visit to Nebraska. 
Kampman maintains that Nebraska 
remains deadlocked in a race with 
Towa, but now says that Ohio State 


and Colorado have been added to 
his list. 

Fullback Josh Norman (6-2, 220, 
4.6) of Midland (Lee), Texas, who 
many rank among the top 20 players 
in Texas, also will visit Lincoln to 
check out the Cornhuskers. 

Considered the top fullback in 
Texas, Norman rushed for 1,353 
yards this season, and is the younger 
brother of Texas Tech safety John 
Norman, who considered Nebraska 
a year ago before signing with the 
Red Raiders. 

There was early speculation that 
Josh Norman was bound for 
Lubbock because his brother plays 
there, but the NCAA sanctions that 
appear to be facing Texas Tech 
(because of ineligible athletes who 
have competed at Tech in several 
sports over the past two years) seem 
to have cooled any interest he may 
have had in the Red Raiders. 

In addition to Nebraska, the 
younger Norman also will visit 
Kansas, Arizona State, Cal and Texas 
A&M. 

As always, the Cornhuskers have 
managed to set up visits with a num- 
ber of athletes ranked by many 
among the top 100 players in the 
country. Dennis Johnson (6-7, 256, 
4.7) of Harrodsburg, Ky., considered 
by most to be the premier defensive 
end in the country, has visits set to 
Kentucky and Miami and is working 
on dates to visit Nebraska, 
Oklahoma and Notre Dame. 

Offensive lineman Mike Pearson 
(6-7, 270, 4.91) of Seffner 
(Armwood), Fla., will have visits set 
to Michigan, Ohio State, Florida, 
Tennessee and Nebraska rounding 
out the order. In an era in which 
Florida is known for producing skill 
position players with great speed, 
Pearson has the distinction of being a 
lineman who is considered by many 
to be the top player in the state. 

Mike Saffer (6-6, 293, 5.2) of 
Tucson (Sabino), Ariz., also is rated 
by most as as one of the top 30 play- 
ers in the nation and will visit 
Nebraska, UCLA, USC, Arizona 
State and Washington. 

Several other recruits considered 
among the top players in the country 
have set trips to Lincoln to visit the 
Cornhuskers, including cornerback 
Robert Cromartie (5-9, 175, 4.4) of 
Atlanta (Douglas), Ga., running back 
Deshaun Foster (6-2, 190, 4.55) of 
Tustin, Calif., and noseguard Ryan 
Pickett (6-3, 290, 4.9) of Zephyrhills, 
Fla., who is considered by many to 
be the premier interior pass-rusher 
in the nation. 


ATTENTION 
NEBRASKA FANS 


TRAVEL PACKAGES are now on sale for the 
1998 National Championship College Football game 
to be played on January 2, 1998 in Miami, Florida 
in the Orange Bowl 


Place a $100 per person deposit and receive a full refund 
if Nebraska does not play in the Orange Bowl 


This offer gives you the opportunity to confirm your trip to the CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


only if Nebraska plays. This offer is limited to the first 100 reservations. 


All Trips Include: 
GAME TICKET - (Endzone) upgrades are available. 
Three nights hotel accommodations starting on Dec. 31, (Extra nights are available.) 
Pre-Game Party or Pep Rally with the Nebraska fans. 
Roundtrip transfers from the hotel to the game and party. 


The price per person based on double occupancy is $699.00 


This price does not include airfare. Please call for a price on airfare from any major city. 


Packages can also be purchased without game tickets if you are unsure whether 
you will obtain your seats from the University. Please call for details. 


BIG 12 CHAMPIONSHIP « December 6 
San Antonio, Texas ¢ From $399 per person 


DIAMOND TRAVEL INC. 
(602) 870-9197 


Discover, Visa, Mastercard or a check are acceptable forms of payment, 
References are available upon request. 


All You’d Expect in a Fine Hotel, 


- 150 Comfortable Guest Rooms 
+ Full-Sized Indoor Pool, Sauna, Hot Tub, Workout Room 
+ Meeting Rooms, Ballroom, Banquet Facilities 
+ Charter House Restaurant/Jolly Jack’s Pub 
+ Satellite & Teleconferencing Facilities 


* Free Airport Shuttle 


Best Western Regency West 


1-680 & Pacific - 909 South 107th Avenue 
Omaha, NE 68114 
Phone (402) 397-8000 


Call Toll-Free 1-800-228-9414 


for Reservations. 
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The Best QB “They” 
Never Voted For 


Scott Frost’s willingness to do the dirty work proves — again — that his 
slight in the All-Big 12 voting was undeserved 


obby Newcombe said he 
heard a “loud blast,” which 
he knew had been 
caused by Scott 
Frost. 

At least that’s what 
Newcombe claimed 
later. 

The freshman quar- 
terback-turned- 
receiver from Albuquerque, 
N.M., obviously has a 
heightened sense of aware- 


Oh yes. The block also afforded 
Frost an outlet for the frustration of 
not being named first-team 
| All-Big 12 by the conference 
| coaches or by the Associated 
Press. In that sense, it was 
nothing personal. Horn was 
simply a victim of circum- 
stance. He was in the wrong 
place at the wrong time. 
On the Tuesday before the 
game, Frost told reporters 
that his being relegated to third- 


ness when he’s on a foot- + ee team all-conference by the coach- 
ball field. But he was run- gBage@cK & and second-team by the AP 


ning a reverse after taking 
a handoff from I-back Ahman Green 
on the first series of Nebraska’s 54- 
15 victory against Texas A&M in the 
Big 12 Championship Game at the 
Alamodome in San Antonio, Texas. 

Could Newcombe really have 
known what happened? Maybe so. 
Maybe not. 

One thing is certain, though. 
What Newcombe saw when he 
watched the play on video- poug DeVoe 

tape on Monday didn’t sur- 
prise him. By now, he has 
come to expect such effort 
from Frost. 

What Newcombe sensed 
when it happened, and then 
saw on tape, was a block by 
Frost on an unsuspecting 
Aggie cornerback, Shun Horn. 
It wasn’t an ordinary quarter- 
back cut-block. It was the sort 
of “pancake” block in which a f 
Cornhusker offensive lineman 
would take particular delight. 

Horn is 5-foot-11, 187 
pounds. Frost is 6-foot-3, 220, 
Get the idea? Horn went i" 
down — hard. | 

Frost's block helped spring | 
Newcombe on a 25-yard run 
that immediately preceded a FF 
6-yard touchdown run on 
which Frost muscled his way P™ am 
through three A&M defend- 
ers to the end zone. 

The block set the tone for 
Nebraska’s victory, and it 
underscored how unique the 
senior from Wood River, 
Neb., is. 
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“definitely provides motivation.” 
In case there had been any doubt 
about his resolve, Frost repeated 
himself. “Definitely,” he said. “I 
think I react well when I get upset 


While he may not be No. 1 in 
conference voting, Scott Frost 
was good enough to flawlessly 
direct his team to the Big 12 
Conference title and another 
shot at a national championship. 


about things and feel like I have 
something to prove.” 

After some misguided souls in 
the student section booed his return 
near the end of the first half of the 
Central Florida game, Frost vented 
his frustration on the then-No. 2 
Washington Huskies, rushing for 97 
yards and two touchdowns and 
completing 8-of-15 passes for 88 
yards in the Huskers’ 27-14 victory 
in Seattle. 

His statement of purpose was 
slightly more lucid in the Big 12 
Championship Game. He rushed for 
79 yards and two touchdowns and 
completed 12-of-18 passes for 201 
yards. 

Frost rushed for 1,095 yards and 
passed for 1,237 yards this season. 
He also rushed for 19 touchdowns, 
the second-highest total by a quar- 
terback in major college history. 

Frost's statistics, though excep- 
tional, have been a poor measure of 
his value to Nebraska’s 12-0, Big 12 
championship season. “Scott 
Frost is such a great competi- 
tor, and he’s so smart,” Texas 
A&M inside linebacker Dat 
Nguyen said. “He knew 
where our weaknesses were, 
every time they lined up.” 

Even though his first-team 
all-conference ballot almost 
certainly went to a quarter- 
back other than Frost, A&M 
coach R.C. Slocum was simi- 
larly complimentary. “I don’t 
want to take anything away 
from him,” Slocum said. 
| “Scott Frost is a very good 
quarterback. He is a big, 
strong guy who makes the 
right decisions. I was very 
impressed with the courage 
he shows when he plays. 

“Tam very impressed with 
the way he plays. There were 
plays we would have liked to 
do better from an assignment 
standpoint, but we have to 
give him a lot of credit for 
that.” 

Frost rarely has gotten the 
credit he’s earned in two sea- 
| sons at Nebraska — from out- 


side sources, anyway, as the all-con- 
ference slight underscores. “Scott 
has played great in big games, 
(against) Kansas State, Washington, 
Missouri and against A&M today,” 
Nebraska head coach Tom Osborne 
said. “Voters rank quarterbacks by 
raw stats versus productivity and 
winning football games. 

“Scott has run the team well and 
played well this season.” 

Former NFL quarterback Dan 
Fouts, the analyst for ABC’s telecast 
of the Big 12 championship game, 
suggested that Frost should have 
been among those who were invited 
to New York City to attend the 
Downtown Athletic  Club’s 
announcement of this year’s 
Heisman Trophy winner. 

Veteran ABC announcer Brent 
Musburger was equally profuse in 
his praise of Frost. 

“T can’t believe he’s the third- 
string quarterback in the Big 12,” 
Musburger said. 

Frost’s position as the third-team 
All-Big 12 quarterback raises ques- 
tions about whether the coaches who 
didn’t vote Frost to the first team 
would really pass on an opportunity 
to have someone with his size and 
skill and savvy directing their 
offenses. There are quarterbacks 
who can throw better than Frost, and 
there are other quarterbacks who 
can run, though not as well. 

But there aren’t many who do 
both. In fact, that might be the prob- 
lem. Frost doesn’t fit a convenient 
mold for quarterbacks, which even 
coaches are quick to define in terms 
of passing yards. 

Osborne is an exception. “I 
always feel rushing yards are better 
than passing yards, because 99 per- 
cent of the time, the rushing team 
wins the game,” he said. “That’s 
why we run the ball — to win.” 

That’s why his program is, by far, 
the most prominent in the Big 12. 

Nebraska’s success also has been 
a result of players such as Frost 
doing something extra — as the 
cliché goes, doing whatever it takes 
to get the job done. What it took for 
Newcombe’s 25-yard run on the 
wingback reverse was a block by 
Frost, which he delivered with bone- 
jarring efficiency. 

That instant, as Newcombe ran 
past, was a little ironic as well as 
characteristic. Frost might well have 
been clearing the way for his succes- 
sor at quarterback next season. 

It will take someone with 
Newcombe’s considerable skills to 
replace him. Mf 


| Game Day 


Apparel 


for the oy Season 


just SHO. 


plus $5.°° s&h 


for faster orders 


1-800-715-2452 


Sizes: Ladies: 5 1/2-9 
Mens: 7 1/2 - 13 


| ails SSeS SS ee] 


To: Name. I 
Address I 
City. State Zip. 
Daytime Phone Size Mens I 

(1 Check Enclosed C0 Mastercard O Visa Ladies | 

Card # Exp. Signature I 
Mail to: CSC — Huskers 

Game Day Apparel l 

P.O. Box 803209 - Dallas, TX 75380 I 

no COD's please + only prepaid orders will be processed 45044 


DIAMOND 
FQ VOGEL 
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“Presents 


The Official 
Tom Osborne 25th 
Anniversary Book 


Osborne: A Silver Celebration is a testimonial 
to the dramatic and astounding legacy that Tom 
Osborne has built during his 24 years as head 
coach of the Nebraska Cornhuskers. Through 
recollections of those who played for him, 
coached against him and those who simply 
admire him, this 132-page collection provides a 
fitting introduction to his 25th season —a year in 
which he coached victory No. 250 quicker than 
any coach before him. The only officially 
endorsed book produced to commemorate 


Onily % = if PF A ID Osborne’s historic march can be ordered for 
—_— only $12.95 (plus $4 S&H). 
As, sas. LTD | 


(=a 
DRDER YOUR =e é SC. 
"COPY Now! rll M sel re ‘S or 
| aU tory E aay ~otore zy 


Yes, send me copies of “Osborne: A Silver Celebration” ($12.95, plus $4 S&H each) 
] Complete and return with payment to: Huskers Illustrated » P.O. Box 83222 + Lincoln, NE 68501-9834 


To: Name 


City State Zip 
Phone 


Check Enclosed Charge To: Mastercard Visa 


Addres | 
ress 
I 


Card # Exp. 


Unpaid orders will not be processed 4503 
a a 
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The only card a true 
Cornhusker carries. 


Show your spirit with the 
University of Nebraska Alumni 
Association MasterCard? 


Che fNebtas es 
[émni Association 


994-1995 National Champions 


Save Money 

>» No Annual Fee 

> 5.9% Fixed Introductory Annual Percentage Rate 
(APR) for cash advance checks and balance transfers* 


» Around-the-clock fraud protection—zero liability* © © 


Save Time _ 
» Priority Customer service—24 hours a day 
» Credit line increase decisions in 30 minutes or less 


Show Support 
> A unique custom-designed card 
» Help the Nebraska Alumni Association every time 


you use your card 
a » Support NUAA programs at no cost to you 


00-523-7666 or complete and return the form below 


Please check the 
card you prefer: 


Please mention priority code GD5R when calling, 


Please return form to: MBNA® New Account Acceptance Center, P.O. Box 15464, Wilmington, DE 19850-5464. 


MBNA® Platinum Plus MasterCard 
JM-134-XZ, 


CH-115-49 


Print your name as you would like it to appear on card. Please print clearly in black or blue ink, 


Name 


Social 


Address 


Mother's 


Preferred MasterCard 


Security # 


Priority Code 
GD5R 


maiden name 


City 


Monthly 
housing payments $ 


State 


Home phone ( ) 


Employer"! 


Please send 


Business phone ( 


Years 


Position there 


Are you: ] Homeowner C)Renter [Other 


Source of t 

other income 

+ Alimony, child support, or separate maintenance 
income need not be revealed ifyou do not wish ic 


ur 
annual salary $ 


Other 


an additional card at no extra cost for: 


Xx 


MY SIGNATURE MEANS THAT I AGREE TO THE CONDITIONS APPEARING ON THIS FORM. 


Previous 


Address 


Relationship: 


Please complete only if you have moved or changed schools or employers in the last three years. 


considered as a bass for repayment 


4 TF student, please specify the name of 
pbepeed preter kerb 


incomet + 
Toul household ¢ 


income 


City State ZIP 


Date I / 


or employer 


Previous school 


Years 
there 


Annual fee 


None. 


tAnnual Percentage Rate (APR) 


MBNA® Platinum Plus account: 16.9% for purchases; Preferred 
account: 17.4% for purchases; each APR may vary. 


Variable-Rate Information 


Your APR may vary. The rates for the MBNA Platinum Plus or 
Preferred account are determined by adding 8.4 or 8.9 percentage 
points, respectively, to the highest U.S, Prime Rate as published in 
The Wall Street Journalon the 15th of March, June, September, and 
December. On September 15, 1997, the U.S. Prime Rate was 8.5%. 


Grace period for repayment _| At least 25 days, if each month, we receive payment in full of your 
of balance for purchases New Balance Total by the Payment Due Date. 

Method of computing the —_| Average Daily Balance (including new transactions). 

balance for purchases 

Transaction fees for cash Transaction fee for Bank and ATM cash advances: 2% of each cash 
advances and fees for advance (minimum $2). Transaction fee for credit card cash advance 
paying late or exceeding checks: 1% of each cash advance (minimum $2, maximum $10). 
the credit limit Late-payment fee: $25, Over-the-credit-limit fee: $25 


Transaction fee for purchases 


Transaction fee for the purchase of wire transfers, money orders, 
bets, lottery tickets, and casino gaming chips: 2% of each such 


purchase (minimum $2). 


The information in this application is accurate as of 10/97. The information may have changed after that 
date. For more current information, please call MBNA at 1-800-523-7666. TTY users, please call 
1-800-833-6262 


©1997 MBNA America Bank, N.A. 


AD 10-198-97 PLM.FPA 


+t-MORE APR INFORMATION- 
The current promotional Annual Percentage Rate (APR) offer for cash advance checks 
and balance transfers made with either account is 5.9% through your first five statement 
closing dates, commencing the month after your account is opened. When your minimum 
monthly payment is not received by the close of the first complete billing cycle following 
its Payment Due Date, or when the promotional offer expires, whichever occurs first, the 
APR that will be applied to both new and outstanding cash advance balances (consisting 
of cash advance check and balance transfer transactions) will be calculated using the 
Variable-Rate Information disclosed at left. The current indexed APR for cash advance 
checks and balance transfers is 16.9% for the MBNA Platinum Plus account, or 17.4% for 
the Preferred account; each APR may vary. MBNA may allocate your monthly payments 
to your promotional APR balance(s) before your nonpromotional APR balance(s). 
-CONDITIONS— 

| have read this application and everything | have stated in it is true. | authorize MBNA 
America Bank, N.A. (MBNA) to check my credit, ernployment history, or any other informa- 
tion and to report to others such information and credit experience with me. | understand 
that the acceptance or use of any card issued will be subject to the terms of this applica- 
tion and the Credit Card Agreement that will be sent with the card, and | agree to be 
responsible for all charges incurred according to such terms. 
Unless | write to MBNA at PO Box 15342, Wilmington, DE 19850, | agree that MBNA 
and its affiliates may share information about me or my account for marketing and 
administrative purposes. | am at least 18 years of age. | consent to and authorize MBNA 
and its affiliates to monitor and/or record my telephone conversations with any of their 
representatives to better ensure quality service. | understand that if this credit card 
application is approved for an account with a credit line of less than $5,000, | will 
receive a Preferred Card. 
“Certain restrictions apply to this benefit and others described in the materials sent soon 
after your account is opened. Preferred Card Customer benefits differ: Year-End Summary 
of Charges and Purchase Protection are not available; maximum Common Carrier Travel 
Accident Insurance coverage is up to $300,000; and there are additional costs for Registry 
benefits. MBNA is a federally registered service mark of MBNA America Bank, N.A. 
MasterCard is a federally registered service mark of MasterCard International Inc., used 
pursuant to license 
MBNA America Bank, N.A., is the exclusive issuer and administrator of the 
Platinum Plus credit card program. 

813100090675 


OW’s 
TO ORDER 
DIRECT FROM MEMORIAL STADIUM 


root Reg. $90 yEBRASK A 


, » Adidas® Poli Jacket 
Entire Tom Osborne ie 2 Adult Reg. $120 
25th Anniversary Collection 25% OFF ‘ew S95 
Big 12:Champions T-Shirt 


ee 
xa 


Champion’ 
Youth 
Scout Jacket 


Ne 
Adidas’ 1/2 Zi 
Reversable 
Jacket 


Big 12 
Champions Cap 


& 


Sweep Jacket 
Reg. $48 


Champion® Reverse 
- Weave Sweatshirt 
Reg. $47 (Red) 


1997 Season 
petanegnt Foothall 
Reg. 56 


$90 3 


To receive a FREE, Official Huskers Authentic™ Catalog or to place an order call: 


eM (00 Au THENTIO) 


STORE HOURS 

Monday-Friday 10-7 Parking Available 

Saturday 10-5 We Validate 

Sunday 12-5 FREE On Saturday and Sunday 


Huskers Authentic” is owned and operated by the University of Nebraska Athletic Department 


